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We ſhould confider further, that to ſet limits to na- 


ture, to know with cenainty that any particular 


t g diſorder is incurable, exceeds the bounds of human 


faculties, It ; is, therefore, our duty, that is, the 


duty of thoſe who cultivate the ſtudy of medicine, 


never to ſuffer hope to be totally extinguiſhed ; 
becauſe the extinction of an! is the b of 


endeayour, GUS; 2 


* 


Doctor Muſgrave's Gulſtonian Lectures, p. 86—83. 


* TO rar 
M A 8 4 of E *. 
AR D E N 8, 


; COURT OF ASSISTANTS, 
| ARE | "my | 
AND THE REST OF THE 


COMPANY OF SURGEONS. 


Gunrisun, * 
HE following ſheets are ihe 
liſhed at this time, in order , 
to > biste any objections ariſing 
from an idea of my concealing a 
part of my practice; and they are 
addreſſed to you, becauſe if my 


profeſſional conduct in any reſpect 


requires an apology, it is to ou 
E collectively that I owe it. . 
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5 "I DEDICATION, 


It has long been my wiſh to 


| make this communication; and the 
Mi 
| only reaſon of the delay, 5 far as | 
hath been voluntary e on my part, 
was the hope of being able to offer 


from repeated experience 4 mode of 


| practice of approved utility i in can- 


cerous diſorders. At the ſame time 
it is proper to mention, that when- 
ever a phyſician or furgeon 1 was 
called in to conſult with me, 1 of. 
ways made it a rule to explain the 
methods I had purſued. 


- The ſtate in which this publica- 


tion appears before you at preſent, 
falls very ſhort of what I once ex- 


pected; but 1 have no doubt 'of- 


your. receiving it with that candour, 


7 
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DEDICATION. 


which belongs to the members of a 


liberal profeſſionz and ſhall be hap- 
Py in your approbation of my en- 


deavours to ſhew myſelf a uſeful 


member of your ſociety. 


by am, Geotlemen, 


wick the greateſt ages, 2 


Your 103 . 2 5 


* 


moſt humble ſervant, 


Piecadilly. 
Dec. 1, 1779. 


J. O. JUSTAMOND. _ 
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SCHIRRHOUS DISORDERS, Ge. 


N giving this account, the following order 
will be obſerved. I ſhall firſt ſpeak of 
ulcerated cancers, and the various applica- 
tions I have uſed to them; under which 
head will be included the treatment of” can- 

cers of the womb. 
The ſecond part will be taken up in the 
conſideration of ſchirrhous tumours, in which 
will be inſerted thoſe caſes that were merely 
0 B 3 ſchirrhous 


1 
ſcchirrhous tumours, or occult cancers, when 
they firſt came under my notice, and which 
afterwards became ulcerated. ; 
The third part will contain obſervations. 
on what is commonly called the milk breaſt, 
or the coagulation of milk, and the conſe- 
quent formation of matter in the breaſts of 
women after lying-in, with the account of a 
peculiar method of treating theſe complaints. 
It would be tireſome and unneceſſary to 
give a 12 4 00 of every caſe that has been 
under my care; my deſign being only to 
make a full communication of every exter- 
nal application I have uſed, and of every in- 
ternal medicine I have given, with the gene- 
ral reſult of the effects; and to note the pe- 
culiar obſervations which experience has led 
me to make, in the number of theſe caſes 
that have fallen under my notice, Thoſe 
caſes therefore ſhall be ſelected in which the 
methods have been varied; or the detail of 


which 


1 

which may appear to afford ſome lights that 
| may poſſibly be of advantage to others. 

But as I am convinced that more uſeful 
Information is frequently to be derived from 
a" candid avowal of our errors, than from 
the diſplay of our beſt ſucceſles, I ſhall be 
particularly careful not to omit any inſtance; 
in which I could have the leaſt ſuſpicion of 
any fatal or dangerous ſymptom having 
ariſen, from the properties of any applica- 
tion or medicine employed. This may at 
| leaſt fave other practitioners the time and 
trouble of purſuing the ſame track; and if 
it cannot tell us what to do, will at leaſt 
teach us what we are to avoid: a know- 
ledge, in many caſes, and particularly in deſ- 
perate ones, next in utility to the former. 1 
ſhall only obſerve, that the inſtances in which 
ſuch accidents have happened, are extremely 
few in compariſon of the great number of 
patients with whom the ſame methods have 
been followed. | 


B 2 „„ 


E 

In the year 1770, a lady applied to me 
with a cancerous complaint of a very malig- 
pant nature, She had been afflicted with it 
| upwards of thirteen years. It had originally 
confiſted of two ſchirrhous tumours, which 
bad been removed about three years before 
ſhe applied to me, by Mr. Guy's method. 
That gentleman was never. able to cloſe the 
wound entirely; and though the lady re- 
mained tolerably well for ſome time after the 
removal of the tumours, yet there was a lit- 
tle crack ſubſiſting which furniſhed occaſion- 
ally a greater or leſs quantity of diſcharge, 
Mr. Guy dying ſome time after this, and the 
patient growing worſe, ſhe applied to his ſon 
from whom ſhe received no benefit. She 
afterwards ſhewed the part to ſeveral emi- 
nent ſurgeons, who, all adviſed her to do 
nothing to it, except to keep the wound 
clean. When I firſt ſaw her, the appear- 
ances were as follow. One large, oblong, 
pale, ill- canditioned, ſloughy wound in the 

| middle, 


» 


A : IN ; 

. a 

middle, extending nearly throughout the 
whole of the ſcar formed by the previous ap- 


plication of Mr. Guy's cauſtic, This wound 


ſurrounded by ſeveral ſmaller, ſome near, 


ſome at a diſtance from the larger one, and 


all difcharging an ichorous acrimonious fluid, 
which frequently inflamed and excoriated 
the parts on which it fell, and thus produced 
other wounds, The edges of the wounds 


were tucked in, and thoſe of the large one in 


particular, extremely indurated.. From the 


| moſt external border of the large woundthere 


aroſe a kind of cord of conſiderable hardneſs 
and bulk, which extended quite into the arm- 


pit, occaſioned pain and ſometimes a degree 
of ſwelling in the arm on that fide, and ren- 
dered the operation impracticable. Mr, 


Falwaſſer, ſurgeon and apothecary at Maid- 
enhead, and Mr: Yateman, apothecary in 


Percy- ſtreet, Rathbone-place, were both wir- 


WH of the caſe and the reſult of it. 
B 3 This 
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| FN 
.T his I conſidered as a fair caſe to way 
| trial of the hemlock bath, which I was in- 


duced to do from an account of its ſucceſs I 


had met with ſome years before written in 
the German language, and which I tranſlated 
and publiſhed in London a ſhort time after 
my return from that country. I had already 
recommended this bath to ſome poor perſons 
Who applied to me in the courſe of a few 
years with cancerous complaints ; but though 
1 oftered them to defray the expences of the 
apparatus and the plant for them, yet I could 
induce very few to try it; and thoſe who did 
uſe it two or three times, could not be pre- 
vailed upon to continue it long enough to 
find any effect from it; alledging, that it was 
a method too troubleſome for them and their 
families. On the other hand, the hemlock 
was fallen into ſuch general diſcredit among 
the faculty in England, and they were ſo 
particularly prejudiced againſt any thing that 
Lad the name of coming from Germany, 


that 


t: 71 7 
that I could not prevail upon any of my mes. 


| dical friends to try this new mode of intro 


ducing it into the habit. ar, 
I reſolved however not to 1 this 
bath to my patient at firſt, in order not to 


alarm her; but to give a fair trial to the in- - 


ternal uſe ofthe extract of hemlock, and the 
external application of the plant in pultices 
and fomentations. She perſiſted for a long 
time, and the doſe of the extract was gra- 
dually increaſed as far as it could be borne, 
but without any viſible effect, except a trif- 
ling alteration for the better upon the firſt 
trial of it, or upon the firſt varying of theſe 
applications for ſome other. A year and a 
half or more paſſed away in this manner, 
during which time ſhe tried the extract of 
hemlock, the bark, the ſublimate, the carrot 
pultice, and many other things without ob- 
taining any relief, On the contrary, ſhe grew | 
viſibly worſe. Long continuance of excru- 
ciating pain had reduced her to an extreme 


"og" degree 


E 


degree of weakneſs and erden. Her 
cduntenance was become quite livid. The 
diſeaſe was much advanced in its progreſs, 
both with reſpect to the number and condi- 
tion of the ſores, and the extent and ſize of 
the indurations. Such in a word was her 
ſtate in the month of December, 1771, that 
her family juſtly apprehended it would not 
be long before they ſhould be deprived of a 
valuable relation and friend. | 


I had frequently taken the oppottuaiſty of 
endeavouring to perſuade my patient to try 
the hemlock bath, but all my expoſtulations 
to this purpoſe were unavailing ; fo that 
chagrined at the inefficacy of all the methods 
purſued, I had lately been revolving in my 
mind a deſign of trying the outward applica- 


tion of ſalt ammoniac, which I had always 


conſidered as a ſubſtance of powerful reſo- 
lutive properties, and of coutſe as a very uſe- 
ful topic in all indurations. I could not 
however readily determine upon the mode 

of 


Co 9! 17 * 


| of uſing it in theſe caſes, and in this diletn- 
ma communicated my ideas to Doctor Mor- 
ris; in hopes that his well-known abilities j in - 
chymiſtry might aſſiſt me in ſettling this 3 
point. Upon my mentioning the ſalt ammo- 
. niac to him, he informed me that there was 
an account juſt publiſhed in one of the Ger- ; | 
man Ephemerides, of a chymical prepara- 
tion, uſed with ſucceſs in cancerous caſes, in 
which that medicine was a principal ingre- 
dient. I procured the account, and found 
that the medicine was a tincture of equal 
parts of ſalt ammoniac and iron in rectiſied 
ſpirit of wine, with the addition of oil of 
vitriol, and oil of tartar, and directions were 
given for applying it. The exact mode of 
preparing it ſhall be mentioned at the end 
of this ſection. At preſent let it ſuffice to ſay, | 
that I reſolved to try it, and accordingly de- 
fired the favour of Doctor Norris to 1 
it for me. 


The 


1 WI | 
The liquid being ready, I began uſing it, 
as directed, in the following manner. 1 


part that was indurated with it, taking all 
poſſible care that the liquid ſhould not run 


. 4 , * * 
7 - 
* 


dipped a ſmall pencil bruſh into it, and 
ſmeared all the edges of the ſores, and every 


* down int the ulcers themſelves. The part 


beſmeared was then ſuffered to dry; the 
wounds were covered with dry lint, and 


| the edges with the ſame. It being ſcarce 


poſſible to prevent ſome of the liquid, which 


woas extremely ſharp, from inſinuating itſelf 


into the ſores, there was generally a degree 
of ſmart accompanying the dreſſing, but this 
ſoon ſubſided. My patient was directed to 
repeat this application of the liquid to the 
edges, and to all the indurated parts two or 
three times a day, or as often as ſhe could 
bear it, Finding in a little while that there 
was 2 viſible alteration for the better, I ven- 


tured to uſe the liquid more freely, and after 


having ſmeared all the indurated parts as be- 


fore, 


19 
fore, dipt in it ſome pieces of lint or rag doub- + 
led, and layed them wet all over the edges 
and indurations. By this contrivance the 
liquid remained active upon the parts for a 
much mbre conſiderable ſpace of time, and 
the patient had nothing more to do, than 
with the pencil bruſh to ſoak the lint again 
as often as it became dry, or as ſhe could 
ſupport the ſmart. When it appeared that 
the liquid produced an alteration in the edges 
and indurated parts, I reſolved to waſh the 
ulcers themſelves with it, lowering it for this 
| purpoſe with water, and trying the mixture 
upon my tongue, till I judged that it was 
ſufficiently mild. When it happened that 
the edges were inflamed or excoriated by the 
frequent ufe of this ſharp liquid, it was ſuſ- 
pended till they were recovered, which they 
generally were in four and twenty hours. 
In this manner I proceeded for about three 
months, at the expiration of which time the 


pain of the diſeaſe was eſs, the edges and 


indurations 


„„ 
| indurations been to ſoften, and the diſcharge 
from the ſores was ameliorated. 


Notwithſtanding theſe favourable appear- 
ances, I obſerved with much chagrin, that | 
although my patient being freer from pain, 
was rather better in health, than when this 
proceſs was firſt entered upon, yet the 
amendment in this particular was not nearly 
ſo evident as in the others. This was a ma- 
terial circumſtance to attend to. But in what 
manner was this amendment to be brought 
about ? All the ordinary remedies given as 
alteratives, or with an intent to reſtore the 
_ exhauſted ſtrength of the body, had been 
already adminiſtered in vain, - Reflecting 
then upon the good effects produced by the 
liquid applied externally, it ſeemed probable 
to me, 'that a medicine of a ſimilar nature 
might be given internally with ſome proſpect 
of ſucceſs. The flores martiales occurred as 
the preparation the neareſt to it, and I was 


more induced to try it in this inſtance 


from 


tam} 

5 from, conſidering. the invigorating power of 
wie iron contained in it. Accordingly, it was 
made up into pills with a ſolution of gum 
arabic, each pill containing three grains of 
the medicine, of which the patient took at 
* fiſt two in the day. Five grains of the flores 
martiales were ſoon after put into. each pill, 
and the doſe gradually increaſed, till twelve 
of theſe laſt pills were taken in the courſe of 
the day. When this method had been con- 
tinued ſix weeks, my patient's health was 
viſibly mended, her complexion cleared, 
and her ſtrength much recovered. Encou- 
raged by theſe promiſing appearances, and 
finding that the medicine did not diſagtee, 
the doſe of the martial flowers was increaſed 
to ten grains in each pill, of which pills 
from twelve to twenty were taken in the day. 
The only inconvenience ever experienced 
from this, was, a little ſickneſs at ſtomach 
now and then, which was eaſily removed by | 
a tea Fey of brandy, or ſome warm 


wine, 


L 4 F.- 

wine, and which might perhaps be as much 
owen to the ſwallowing of a number of pills 
in the day, as to any effect of the medicine. 
It ĩs to be obſerved, that upon an average my 
patient may be ſaid to have taken between 
two and three drachms of the martial flowers 
every day, for a long continuance, without 
inconvenience. A few of my cancerous pa- 
tients have ſince taken from three drachnis to 
half an ounce of the ſame medicine in the 
ſame ſpace of time, and likewiſe without in- 
convenience; though it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that this medicine, as well as others, 
can be borne in much larger quantities by 
ſome ſtomachs than others: ſo that upon 
the whole, whether the pills are made with 
five or ten grains of the medicine, it may be 
as well to reſtrain the doſe to about two 
drachms in the day, which from experience 
I am inclined to think, will not diſagree with 
any patient. And even this, is an almoſt in- 

7 credible 


N 's 1 
eredible doſe, when we conſider how ſeldom 
this medicine has been preſcribed, and when 
it has, how ſparingly. 

In the courſe of this work, we ſhall have 
occaſion to obſerve the utility of this enlarged 
| doſe of the martial flowers, in a diſeaſe very 
common among women, which frequently 
baffles all the ſkill of the phyſician, and 
which has been generally conſidered as one 
of the principal cauſes of ſterility. 


In three or four months after the giving of 
this medicine, that is about ſeven months 
after the firſt application of the liquid, my 
patient was ſo much mended in every reſpect, 
that I began to entertain hopes of effecting 
a complete cure. The internal uſe of this 
invigorating medicine had ſo far reſtored her 
health, that ſhe appeared like a new crea- 
ture, The pain of the diſeaſe was almoſt 
entirely ſubdued, the indurations were all of 

them 3 ſoftened, and in ſome 


places 


1 


Tit: 


- 


places totally reſolved. The cord under the 
arm- pit was much leſſened, The large 
wound was contracted, and ſome of the ſmall 


ones, cloſed: the diſcharge from them was 
generally good. 

But the appearance of» the ſores was till 
not fo ſatisfactory to me, as the changes 
produced in other circumſtances; and I ſoon 
grew ſenſible that there wanted ſome other 
application to them. Though ſome of the 
ſmall wounds were healed, yet they broke 
out again, and this freſh ulceration was al- 
ways attended with pain, and brought on at 
ficſt an ichorous and acrimonious diſcharge: 
The ſores in general were now tolerably 
clear and free from ſloughs, but the ſurface 
of them was rather reticulated than granu- 
lating; and when touched ever fo lightly, 
their ſenſibility was fo exquiſite, that it was 
evident they were till in a fungous or can- 
cerous ſtate, and not yet diſpoſed to heal pro- 


perly. 


C 71 

perly *, The common cauſtics had ſcarce 
any effect upon them; tr did there ap- 
pear any permanent advantage from touch- 
ing them occaſionally with the liquid un- 
mixed with water. Encouraged however 
by the progreſs already made, and unwill- 
ing to have ſuch fair proſpects blaſted, I re- 
ſolved to try the effect of arſenic applied to 
the ſores. I was aware that the fatal ſymp- 
toms brought on by an indiſcreet uſe of 


this medicine, had induced 'many eminent 


and learned men to reprobate it entirely ; 


while others, it muſt be acknowledged, of 
| equal repute, affirmed, that it was of infinite 


'S | {ſervice 


* 


I have frequently obſerved that this appearance of | 


net-work upon the ſurface of any fore, argued an un- 
common degree of ſenſibility, Perhaps this may be 
owen to the denudation of ſome ſmall nervous fila- 
ments, and their being affected by the acrimony of 
the diſcharge. The balſamic quality of good pus 
from a fair wound, may poſſibly ſheath theſe fila- 
ments, and contribute to remove this extreme ſore- 
neſs, which is known always to be an indication of 
the fungous or morbid ſtate of a wound. 
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E | 
ſervice in cancerous affections. Senſible at 
the ſame time that this application would 
neceſſarily occafion pain, it was my deſire 
to find out the leaſt painful method of uſing 
it. In this view, it occurred to me that if it 
were poſſible to make a preparation of it, 
that ſhould act immediately upon touching 
the ſore as the lunar cauſtic does, that the 


pain however ſharp at firſt would not be of 


long duration . This idea was commu- 


nicated tv Doctor Morris, who was deſired, 


if poſſible, to make ſuch a preparation. The 
Doctor told me he had a preparation of 
arſenic by him, the effect of which he could 


not- 


* I was miſtaking in this, for I have ſince had 
ſuch a preparation made, and am convinced by ex- 
perience that it cannot be uſed. The action of the 
arſenical ſalts is naturally very painful, though ſlow ; 
but when they are exalted to their higheſt degree of 
activity, the pain they give only by a momentary 
touch is totally inſupportable, They are worſe than 
actual cautery, inaſmuch as they ſeem to de equally 
acute at the inſtant, and that the pain continues in 


all its firſt violence long after their action has ceaſed, _ 


1 
not take upon him to aſcertain, but believed, 
that it would be milder than the crude mi- 
neral. It confiſted of equal parts of arſenic, 
copper, tin and mercury, diſtilled in ſpirit of 
wine, and afterwards in oil of vitriol. As it 
was agreed between us, that the action of 
the-arſenical ſalt would rather be lowered 
than exalted by this combination and proceſs, 
I determined to try this preparation. Though 
I had gathered from reading, as well as ge- 
neral report, that the arſenic muſt have been 
_ uſed externally in pretty conſiderable quan- 
tities fot the cure of cancerous complaints, 
and that with ſucceſs, yet I was reſolved to 
proceed with all poſſible caution in my trial 
of a medicine, of the effects of which IT had 
not yet been an eye-witneſs. I therefore 
reduced the maſs Doctor Morris gave me 
into impalpable powder, took as ſmall a Par- 
ticle of it as I could poſſibly ſeparate, and 
laid it on the middle of one of the ſmalleſt 
ſores, the ſize of which did not exceed that 
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of a fix · pence. I ſtaid with my patient a 
conſiderable time to watch the effect of this 


firſt trial, and returned in the evening to in- 


quire what degree of pain ſhe had felt, in- 
tending, if it had been violent, or ſtill con- 


tinued, to preſcribe her ſome opiate to ap- 


peaſe it. But although ſhe had felt the ac- 
tion of the medicine, yet the portion of it was 
ſo ſmall, that the pain had been very tolera- 
ble. When the part was dreſſed next day, 
it appeared, that an eſchar was produced, 
which had extended itſelf beyond the point 
where the powder had been applied. In 
order to aſcertain the effect of this topic, it 
was neceſſary, that the eſchar ſhould be made 
to ſpread quite over the ſurface of the ſore, 
and therefore I contrived to bring this about 
gradually, by a repeated application of the 
powder in ſmall quantities, ſometimes with 
more, ſometimes with leſs pain. It was my 


wiſh to obſerve what alteration would be 


| made upon this little ſore, after the ſepara- 


- ag 


tion 


1 
tion of the eſchar, before the powder were 
applied to the other ulcers, that my patient 
might be preſerved from any further unne- 
ceſſary pain, if it ſnould be found not to ſue- 
ceed in this firſt trial. The experiment was 
carried on ſo ſlowly and with ſo much cau- 
tion, that a few days elapſed, before the eſ- 
char had pervaded the whole ſurface of the 


ſore, It was ſoon thrown off, not being 
deep, and in a few days after this, I had the 
ſatisfaction to find the little ulcer perfectly 


cicatrized. In the mean while it was ob- 


ſerved with pleaſure that the caſe continued 
mending in every other particular, This 
courſe was therefore ſtedfaſtly perſeveręd in; 
the liquid was uſed outwardly to all the in- 


durated parts, the martial flowers were taken 


inwardly in as large a doſe as they could be 
borne, and the arſenical powder was applied 
at different intervals to all the ſores, in 
greater or leſs quantity, as it was judged 
neceſſary to make the eſchar more or leſs 
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deep. Some of the ulcers were very obſti- 


nate, and it became neceſſary to renew. the 
"application of-the powder to them, after the 


ſeparation of the firſt, ſometimes of the ſe- 
cond, and even of the third eſchar, It may 


be preſumed that the patient underwent a 


great deal of pain in che courſe of this treat- 
ment. It muſt be owned ſhe did; and my 
attention was chiefly engaged in deviſing me- 
thods to give the leaſt pain it Was poffible to 


| give, . and to alleviate it whenever it roſe to 


any degree of violence. This did not hap- 
pen often, and when it did, it was found, 
that the external application of an anodine 


fomentation compoſed of twelve poppy heads 


bruiſed, and boiled in little more than a 
quart of water, till reduced to a quart, was 
much more effectual than the internal uſe of 
opium, which at the ſame time however was 
not neglected. The warm bath proved alſo 
of great ſervice in this particular. By thus 
Redfaſlly TING. ſucceſs was at length 
obtained, 


* R 


FF 
"obtained, and in the month of March, 1773, 
about fifteen months after the firſt applica- 
tion of the liquid, the wound was compleatly 
cicatrized. The ſchirrhous parcel under the 
arm: pit was diſſolved, and that in the literal 
ſenſe of the word, for no wound had been 
made upon it, no cauſtic applied to it, and 
there remained only a flender cord like a thin 
piece of packthread, which ſeemed but to 
indicate where the great hardneſs had been. 
| The indurated edges were alſo entirely ſoft- 
ened, except the anterior edge of the fore 
next the ſternum, where there was ſtill a 
knob about the bigneſs of a large pea. My pa- 
tient felt not the leaſt pain, and bad not felt 
any for ſome time paſt; and her health was 
ſo perfectly reſtored, that he now appeared 
ſeveral years younger than ſhe had done in 
the year 1771. 1 would fain have perſuad- 
ed her to ſuffer me to make a little wound 
upon the knob! {till conſpicuous at the ante- 
rior edge of the ſore, in order to deſtroy it by 
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the arſenical powder, but the ſatisfaction of 
finding herſelf in a perfect ſtate of health, 
after having languiſhed ſo long under ſuch 
a painful diſtemper, and the dread of, renew- 
ing her former pain, prevented her from con- 
ſenting to this propoſal. She was then ad- 
viſed to continue the application of the li- 
quid to the line under the arm-pit, and to 
the little knob aforementioned; upon a pre- 
ſumption that in time theſe remains of the 
diſeaſe, if they could be called ſo, would be 
removed by this precaution; but ſhe was ſo 
perfectly ſatisfied with her preſent ſtate, that 
even in this particular ſne neglected to follow 
my advice. About fix months after the 
healing of the wound, ſhe ſent for me, having 
ſcratched the cicatrix with a pin. The 
ſcratch bled a little, and was about two in- 
ches in length. She was exceedingly alarm- 
ed leſt this unfortunate accident might de- 
ſtroy the happy effect that had been produced 
with ſo much difficulty. Upon examining 

3 the 
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the part with attention, it appeared however 
that the ſmall line remaining under the arm- 
pit at the period of the healing of the wound, 
though nothing had been done to it, was 
now entirely diſſolved, fo that there was not 
the leaſt trace of the large induration that 
has been deſcribed in this part, and it 
was even impoſſible to diſtinguiſh where it 
had formerly been. My patient was deſired 
to take notice of this favourable circumſtance, 
which contributed to quiet her fears, and to 
convince her that the diſeaſe was now ſo ef- 
fectually ſubdued, that the little accident 
would not be attended with any conſequen- 
ces. No other application was made to the 


ſcratch, than ſome white cerate ſpread as + 


thinly as poſſible upon lint ; with which we 

had the ſatisfaCtion to find that it healed in a 

few days. 
Such was the caſe and the event of it, upon 


which my hopes of having diſcovered a me- 


thod 


9 R o 
| - 'hod of curing cancerous affections, were 
= firſt founded. 

| Many of my brethren in the proſfllag ſaw 
Ek this cafe, and although their unanimous opi- 

| nion was, that it was a very extraordinary 

1 one; yet the knob remaining at the anterior 
edge of the ſore, made them conclude in 


general that the virus was not totally eradi- 
cated. Doctor Wathen's expreſſion after 
having ſeen it in the year 1776, above three 
years after the healing of the wound, occurs 
particularly to me. He ſaid, it was all but 
cured ; but ſo well fatisfied was he of the 
benefit received, that he deſired a lady who 
had come from the country to conſult him 
in a fimilar complaint, to put herſelf under 
my care, I ſhall not enter ints a diſcuſſion 
of this opinion that the cure was not com- 
pleted, though contrary to mine, but ſhall 
ſtate facts as they happened, and leave my 
readers to form their own concluſions. It 
muſt only be obſerved, that from the time of 
the 
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the wound being healed, till the middle of 
the year 1777, that is, near four years and 
a half, my patient remained free from any 
kind of complaint in the breaſt, except a 
ſcab which now and then formed on this 
knob, and fell off of itſelf. In other reſpects 
ſhe was perfectly well, had not any excoria- 
tion or diſcharge from the part, and felt not 
the leaſt pain: her health too continued 
firmly eſtabliſhed. | 

About Whitſuntide, 1777, + «as the Was 
going into a ſhip's boat, the board being 
wet, her foot ſlipped, and her ſon, who held 
her under the arm, raiſing her up and ex- 
tending it ſuddenly, to fave her, ſhe imme- 
diately felt great pain on the ſcar of the 
breaſt. A few days aſter this the ſcar broke 
cout, and there appeared a wound about an 
inch in length. She complained of a good 
deal of pain at times, but her health was 
good, great part of the cicatrix remained 
entire, and there was not yet the leaſt ap- 


pearance 


. r 
pearance of that hard thick cord that for- 
merly extended itſelf towards the arm pit. 
| This was the ſtate of the caſe about autumn, 
1777; I had not an opportunity of attend- 
; ing it after. 

The ſame method was afterwards pur- 


ſued in ſome of the other cancerous caſes, 
and though the firſt changes produced were 
ſatisfactory, yet the event did not turn out fo 
favourably. This led me to recur to my 
former reſolution of trying the hemlock 
bath. It appeared at firſt that this bath 
kept the diſeaſe under, if it did nothing 
more; and finding that it was attended with 
no ill conſequence, the quantity of the 
plant uſed in each bath was gradually in- 
creaſed from twelve, to twenty, and thirty, 
pounds weight, and upwards. This quan- 
tity was always regulated by the ſeaſon of 
the year in which the plant was gathered. 
If it was in its full vigour it was not ne- 
eeſſary to uſe more than twenty or thirty 
| pounds. 


pounds. But i may not be improper to 
obſerve that, when I was obliged to employ 
the dried plant, a much ſmaller quantity of 
this was found equiyalent, as it may natu- 


rally be ſuppoſed, to a much greater quan- 
tity of the recent herb, 


Some of the firſt caſes of ulcerated cancers 5 


in which I had an opportunity of trying the 
hemlock bath were in the Weſtminſter 
hoſpital, It will be needleſs to tire the reader 
with deſcriptions of ſimilar caſes ; but I ſhall 
principally refer to two of theſe patients, be- 
cauſe they lived the longeſt, and thereby 
enabled me more particularly to note the 
effects of the method. Theſe two caſes 
were of long ſtanding, the patients advanced 
in years, and the appearances of ſuch a 
nature, as not to afford any proſpect of ſuc- 
ceſs from the uſe of the knife. In both 
theſe inſtances the firſt effects of the hemlock 
bath uſed with a large quantity of the plant 
were the ſame. A high ſymptomatic fever 


enſued, 
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enſued, attended with rigors, great incteaſe 
of pain, and every ſymptom of an advanc- 
ing ſuppuration. I was not alarmed by 
theſe ſymptoms, and endeavoured, not only 
to quiet the apprehenſions of my patients, 
but alſo to mitigate their ſufferings as much 
as poſſible. In a ſhort time the ſuppuration 
was far advanced, and affected not only the 


ulcerations, but extended alſo to every part 


that ſeemed tainted with the diſeaſe, which 
ſoon came away in large ſloughs accom- 
panied with a great abundance of matter, 
The pain my patients already ſuffered, and 
the extreme ſenſibility of the parts, hindered 
me from uſing any dreſſing but dry lint or 
ſoft Goulard cerate to the edges; for to ſave 
the fatigue of long drefling, even the appli- 
cation of my liquid was omitted. To lay 
the truth, I flattered myſelf, from all the ap- 
pearances, that nothing more was wanting 


than a little attention to complete the cure. 


The firſt of theſe patients, Elizabeth 


Williams, 
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Williams, admitted into the hoſpital on the 
23d of September, 1773, ſoon recovered 
eafe and ſtrength, and in about three months 
from her admiſſion, the ulcer was appa- 
rently reduced to the ſtate of a ſimple wound, 
which every one imagined as well as 1, 
would heal in a ſhort time, She uſed to riſe 
and walk about the ward in perfect eaſe, and 
to all appearances, in perfe& health. She 
was, however, ſuddenly ſeized with a putrid 
fever which carried her off in a few days, at 
the end of about four months from her firſt 
admiſſion into the hoſpital. All I ſhall ob- 
ſerve on this circumſtance is, that the illneſs 
was ſudden and the iſſue of it ſpeedy; and 
that during the little time it laſted, there was 
no pain complained of in the breaſt, nor was 
there any alteration in the favourable ap- 
pearance of the fore and the parts ſurround- 
ing it, though the cicatrix was never com- 
pletely formed. | 


In 
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In the other caſe, which was that of Mary 
Randall, a woman about 60 years of age, 
who was admitted into the hoſpital on the 
15th of December, 1773, the event was dif- 
ferent. After the large ſloughs cauſed by 
the ſuppuration of the diſeaſed parts were 
ſeparated by the uſe of the hemlock bath, 
which happened in about three months, 
every thing went on well, though ſlowly, 
for a conſiderable time. My patient en- 
joyed eaſe and health for about fix months. 
But the wound never healed kindly, and 
ſome diſagreeable appearances began to ſhew 
themſelves both in the ſore and on the 
edges. I was convinced by other experience 
that the efficacy of the powder in the firſt 
caſe had been owen to the arſenic it con- 
tained, and as the other ingredients might 
poſſibly increaſe the pain without adding to 
the effect of the application, I determined to 
ſuppreſs them. Here I ſhall take the oppor- 
tunity of returning my thanks to Mr. Cheſton, 


of 


1 
of Glouceſter, for the many uſeful hints and 


communications he ſupplied me with in the 


courſe of our correſpondence and converſa- 
tions, reſpecting the external uſe of arſenic 
in this and other complaints where he had 


tried it with advantage. He adviſed me to 


flux arſenic and antimony together, either in 
equal parts or with two of antimony to one 


of arſenic, in the view by this combination to 
moderate the effect of the arſenic by the 
ſulphur contained in the antimony. This 


laſt was the powder uſed in this caſe with 


great caution, and only a little at a time, 
taking care to uſe my liquid to all the edges 
and neighbouring parts, wherever freſh” in- 
durations were perceived to ariſe. An 
equal, and even a larger proportion of opium 
was afterwards added to this powder, by 


which I found its painful effect much di- 


miniſhed. All my endeavours, however, 
proved fruitleſs, the patient's pain increaſed, 
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and ſhe fell a victim to the diſeaſe, a year 
after her admiſſion into the hoſpital. | 

Thus I continued treating many caſes of 
ulcerated cancers in many parts of the body, | 
varying theſe methods according to the dif- 
ferent ſtates of the diſorders, and what ap- 
peared to me to be the conſtitution of the 
| ſeveral patients, and with various” fucceſs. 
Some were relieved at firſt, others I did 
little or no ſervice to; and others again were | 
nearly cured ; the progreſs of their diſeaſes 
evidently ſtopped, their lives preſerved for a 
confiderable time longer than in all human 
probability they would have been, and that 
too with tolerable comfort to themſelves, of 
which there are ſome inſtances ill living. 
'But I never ſucceeded in healing any ulce- 
rated cancer beſides the firſt here deſcribed, 
by theſe methods nor others which ſhall be 
hereafter mentioned; except in the inſtance 
of one other cancer, which as it proceedett 
from another diſeaſe, and was treated in a 
different 


1 | 
different manner, ſhall be introduced at the 
end of this account of the other methods I 
tried for the cure of ulcerated cancers, which 
are the only object of this part. 

Though my firſt hopes were now cruelly 
fruſtrated ih many inſtances, yet J could 
not but be convinced from the reſult of all 
my caſes, that ſomething more had been 
effected by theſe methods, than had been 
done by others, and as arſenic ſeemed to be 
the beſt application externally, I reſolved, 
in the firſt obſtinate caſe, to try it internally. 
T was the more induced to this from know- 
ing that it had been adminiſtered by others, 
and from an account recently publiſhed, in 
which it was ſaid that this medicine had been 
given with effect in cancerous complaints. 
1 determined, however, to give it in my own 
way, and therefore weighed out a grain of 
arfenic, and mixing it thoroughly in a glaſs 
mottar with a ſcruple of teſtaceous powder, 
made it up into a maſs of pills, with a ſmall 

6 Bay quantity 
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auantity of ſyrop. This was divided into 
ſixteen pills, made exactly equal, by care- 
fully weighing them ſeparately one againſt 
the other. Theſe pills were always prepared 
by myſelf. 

On the 5th of October, 1774, Ann 
Bond applied to me with a cancerous ulcer 
on the right ſide of the tongue about the 
ſize of a crown piece, ſurrounded with in- 
durations, and very painful, She came into 
the hoſpital on the 18th of January, 1775. 
She was at firſt put into the hemlock bath, 
the flores martiales were adminiſtred inter- 
nally, and the ulcer was ſmeared with a 
mixture containing one drachm of ſpirit of 
ſalt, five grains of arſenic, and twenty of 
opium, with a ſufficient quantity of teſtace- 
ous powder to make the whole into a con- 
ſiſtence ſomewhat like that of mel zgyptia- 
cum, a portion of which was likewiſe ſome- 
times added to this mixture; and whenever 


any ſeparation was likely to take place from 
5 the 


11 

the action of the arſenic and ſpirit of ſalt, 
the uſe of the mixture was ſuſpended, and 
the mel ægyptiacum uſed alone. Sometimes 
the ſore was merely waſhed with my liquid. 
When the mixture was uſed, the patient 
was directed to take particular care not to 
ſwallow any of her ſaliva for ſeveral hours 
after, and to waſh the mouth with ſome of 
my liquid, lowered with water, before the 
ſwallowed her ſaliva, or took any food. The 
corroſive ſublimate was ſoon after ſubſtituted 
to the martial flowers, as being judged from 
Doctor Akenfide's obſervations to be a medi- 
cine better adapted to this caſe. With this 
medicine internally, and the fore-· mentioned 
applications externally, ſome advantages 
were gained; but the diſorder ſtill proving 
obſtinate, I reſolved at length to give the 
arſenic internally, beginning with the ſix- 
teenth part of a grain every day, and gradu- 
ally and carefully increaſing the doſe till my 
patient took a grain in the day. This patient 
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could not bear much more than this quantity, 
for when he had taken a grain and a half 
for a few days, ſhe was ſeized with tremors, 
of the limbs. But another patient I had at. 
the fame time with a cancer in his face, who 
Was a remarkably ſtrong man, took two 
grains of it daily without fin ding any ineon- 


venience from it. From the time of my 


uſing this medicine the appearances grew ſo 
favourable that I was in great hopes of com- 
pleting the cure, and many other ſurgeons 
who ſaw the caſe with me, and had ſeen it 
in its worſt ſtate, were of the fame opinion. 
But the obſtinacy of the diſeaſe made me 
judge it neceſſary to increaſe the doſe of arſe- 
nic, if my patient could bear it, and there- 
fore I fuſed it with four times its weight of 
ſulphur, with the view of tempering the vio- 
lence of its action. I began with the ſame 
quantity, mixed with ſulphur that my patient 
had been uſed to take by itſelf, that is, a grain 


of arſenic intheday; and ſoon found that Icould 


uſe 


L 
uſe it much more liberally in this way than 
before. For ſhe ſoon took four and five grains 
of the mineral every day in this combination 
with ſulphur, with leſs inconvenience than 
ſhe took one grain and a quarter of the arſe- 
nic alone. But if the violence of this medi- 
cine was diminiſhed by this combination, it 
ſoon became evident that its efficacy was 
likewiſe decreaſed by it; far the diſorder ſeiz- 
ing the tanſils and other glands about the 
neck and throat, the patient died in about ten 
months from her admiſſion into the hoſpital. 

This and the ather caſe of a cancer in the 
face, were the pnly two caſes in which a fair 
trial was given | to the internal uſe of the arſe- 
nic, Encouraged by the fair proſpects theſe 
trials afforded me at firſt, L had begun to 
give it to two othe=pwents. But as the 
hopes J had entertained of its efficacy i in the 
two firſt inſtances were aſterwards diſap- 
pointed; and that, however, promiſing the 
internal uſe of the arſenic might appear to me 
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in theſe complaints, it till ſeemed imprac- 
ticable to give it in ſuch doſes as to inſure 
ſucceſs, I thought myſelf not juſtified in con- 
tinuing or repeating the trial. I therefore 
would not ſuffer my other patients who had 
begun, ta continue taking it; and from that 
time never preſcribed any arſenic internally, 
judging that the advantages ariſing from it 
were not ſufficient to compenſate the riſque. 
The aſcertaining of this point appears to me 
to be a very eſſential, and, indeed, a very 
neceſſary circumſtance, for if, from the 
boldneſs of ſome publications an the ſubject, 


others ſhould be tempted, as I was, to make 


the experiment, in hopes of contributing to 
the relief of mankind in theſe terrible caſes, 
they will probably be deterred from it by this 
fair expoſition of the matter. At the ſame 
time I am inclined till to think, from all the 
obſervations I have been able to make, that 
arſenic is really the true antidote againſt this 
diſeaſe ; but as its internal uſe is attended 

| with 
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with great danger, and that every attempt 
to correct its noxious qualities, ſeems to leſſen 
its efficacy, it is not probable that ĩt can ever 
be given ſo as to produce a complete cure. 
The other caſe of a cancer in the face al- 
luded to above, in which a fair trial was 
given to the internal uſe of the arſenic, was 
that of Mr. Champneſs, a man of the moſt 
vigorous conſtitution Jever knew. He was 
67 years of age when he applied to me, in 
Auguſt, 1773, and his complaint had then 
been of eight years ſtanding. He had been 
for two years under the care of a ſccilful and 
eminent ſurgeon in this town, who, as he 
informed me himſelf, had very humanely 
taken a great deal of pains to do him ſervice, 
though his attempts had not been attended 
with ſucceſs : for the patient aſſured me that 


the diſeaſe had been conſtantly increaſing 
ſince that time, and that its progreſs had 
been very rapid for the laſt fortnight be- 
fore he addreſſed himſelf to me, When I 
ſaw him firſt, all that part of the face be- 

| | tween 


1 
tween the edge of the os malæ and the 
ala of the noſe on the left ſide was eaten 
away. The lower part of che ala of the 
left noſtril was quite corroded, the lip ſe- 
parated from its adheſion to the gum, and 
almoſt deſtroyed on the left fide, The ſmall 


remaining part of the lip on this ſide was 


very hard, and the induration extended to 
the right fide and up the right noſtril. This 
patient, as I before obſerved, being of a re- 
markably ſtrong habit of body, 1 had an op- 
portunity of giving the arſenic its full trial 
with him, both externally and internally, 
and with ſuch appearance of ſucceſs, that in 
the beginning of the year 1775, all the ſores 
had healed except one, and that was in ſo 


favourable a ſtate, and my patient ſo free 


from pain, that I had ſcarce a doubt of com- 
pleting the matter, and, indeed, told the 
gentleman who had before attended him of 
this expectation. But my hopes were again 
difappointed. The wound was never com- 
pletely healed, and though the diſorder re- 
| mained 
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mained very tolerable, and was kept from! 
ſpreading for a twelvemonth after this, yet 
about the end of that time it began to break 
out again, till at length it reached the glands 
of his throat. Notwithſtanding this, he 
lived till the latter part of the year 1778, 
and for the laſt year of his life, as J have 
been informed, in a very miſerable ſtate, 
having loſt. ſo much of his lip, jaw, and 
teeth, that it was with the greateſt difficulty 
he could ſwallow any food. Though this 
patient perſevered in the uſe of the arſenic 
for ſix months, in the doſe before- mentioned, 
yet he neyer experienced the leaſt inconve- 
nience from it. He was -in good health, 
and continued even his daily labour all the 
time he was taking it, and for a MR while 
after he had left it off. — 35 
As I have hitherto only mentioned two 

methods in-which I applied the arſenic ex- 
ternally in cancerous ulcers, to wit; the arſe- 
nical and metallic preparation uſed in the 

firſt 
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ficſt caſe, and the arſenic-fuſed with anti- 
mony in other caſes, I ſhall now communi- 
cate another method of uſing it, which I 
firſt tried on Mr. Champneſs, I mean, mixed 
with an equal quantity of ſublimate. This 
haſtened the action of the arſenical cauſtic 
conſiderably, and made a much larger eſchar, 
nor did it appear to cauſe greater pain than 
was complained of when the arſenic was 
uſed alone. It muſt, however, be obſerved: 
that a large ſhare of opium was mixed with 
every cauſtic I applied, from which con- 
fiderable advantages reſulted, the pain being 
generally leſs in proportion to the quantity of 
opium employed. 1 

While my thoughts were ENT on this 
ſubject I made frequent reſearches among 
the manuſcripts of the Muſeum, in hopes of 


funding in them ſomething relating to it. I 


communicated this circumſtance to Doctor 
Morton, who being thoroughly acquainted 
with the I ty might poſſibly give me 


ſome 


| L 45 ] 

ſome leading ipformation to affiſt me in my 
inquiries. He told me, that in the Harleian 
library he had ſeen a recipe called the Earl 
of Arundel's receipt for curing a cancer, 
which he imagined to be the ſame as that 
uſed by Mr. Guy. He was fo obliging as 
to inſtruct me where to find it, and I ſhall 
here give it the reader juſt as I extracted it 
from the manuſcript at the Muſeum, 


The EARL of ARUNDEL's Receipt to 
cure a Cancer. 


The cauſticke powder, | 

Take one ounce of yellow arſenicke, and 

'half an ounce of bole armoniack, mix them 

well together and make them into fine 
powder. 

The gliſtering cauſlicke powder 


Take an ounce of yellow arſenicke, of red 
Precipitate, and bole armoniacke of each Zfl, 


The 
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The tarte water. 
Take an ounce of white ſublimate, halfe 
An ounce of red precipitate, beat theſe toge- 
ther very ſmall, and put it into three pints of 


White wine vinegar, and boyle it neere to a 


rank and when it is cold keepe i in a glaſs. 


The red water.— 


Take a lime ſtone or two about two 
pounds, boyle two gallons and a halfe of 


ſpring water out of a rock riſing againſt the 


ſunn, put the lime ſtones into an earthen pot, 
and then power the boyling water upon them, 
Cover all cloſe and fo let it ſtand a day and a 
night, then power of the cleareſt and throw 
away the bottome : then take of bolus verus, 


roch allum, white copperas, aloes ſicotrina, 


and campher of each two ounces, beate and 
ſearſe them fine and mix them well with the 
faid cleare water, and let theſe all boyle to- 
gether for an hower, then put it in a pot 
cloſe ſtoped till it be cold, and then turn it 


into 


"L471 
into a glaſs botle cloſe ſtoped and ule the 
cleareſt, 


The green oyntment. — 


Take lbiſs of freſh hog's greaſe, z li of 
venice turpentine, Ibiſs of roſin, half an ounce 
of verdigreaſe, beate the roſin and verdigreaſe 
together, put all together into a ſkillet, and 
boyle them till it comes to a ſalve, and ſtrayne 
it into a gallypot. 


The uſe of the things. 


Take ſome of the cauſticke powder an 
mix it with green oyntment, ſpread itthinupon 
a cloath the juſt bigneſs of the noli me tan- 
gere, and apply it thereunto, it muſt ly on 
eight or ten days till it falls off, and then ap- 
ply one other till all the dead fleſh be ſpent. 

The white tarte water is to be applyed to 
the noli me tangere, with a cloath diped in 
it, if occaſion require. Allo it is good for a 


cancer in the noſe, ringworme, or for any 
dead fleſh, 


The 
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The red water is to waſh the eyes if bloud 
ſhot, or pir, and webb, alſo to preſerve the 
fight; uſed either for any fore, to be uſed 
warme, and to be caſt in with a ſyringe, if 


occaſion. | 

The green oyntment is to be applied to 
the noli me tangere after the cauſticke hath 
done his working, to heall and draw. It is 
uſed alſo to draw any ſore. 


Be it knowne that I, Eliſabeth Fellow, 


wife to Henry Fellow, black-ſmith, dwelling 


neere St. Laurence ſtreet, in Oiciter, do pro- 
teſt and vow, before God, that I have trewly 
and faithfully ſett down and diſcovered in this 
note delivered by me to the Right Honorable 


the Earle of Arundell and Surrey, Earle 


Marſhall of England, the whole full and 


perfect receipt and manner of cure of the 
noli me tangere, which my father uſed, and 


often cauſed me to make, by which he ordi- 
narily did cure that malady. And I do 
hereby faithfully promiſe and ſwear not to 

| teach, 


+ 0 Wap 
teach, give, or ſell the ſaid receipt at any 
time hereafter-to any perſon or perſons what- 
ſoever, other than my one children, in 
witneſs:whereof I have ſet my marke, this 
16th October, 1638.— | 


- Eliſabeth Fellow, 
ber g mark,— 
© Wimeſd ah 
'F red. Bently, © 
Adrian Medcalfe, 
bn Howard. , 


Extracted from Colepeper's adverſaria. 
Vol. XV. Q. R. Oxford library, Muſeum. 


I have thought proper to give the whole 
of this extract, rude as it is, and though the 
red water, mentioned in it, be foreign to the 
ſubject. As ſoon as I had read this receipt, it 

appeared to me that it was not Mr, Guy's, 
becauſe this application would not act through 
the cuticle, as I knew Mr, Guy's did. It 
could not therefore be. uſed in ſchirrhous tu- 
mours that were not yet ulcerated, and was 
| E | peculi- 


„ 


peculiarly adapted as che receipt expreſſes to 
the nali me tangere, the name given to an 


ulcerated cancer on any part of the face, a 


diſeaſe of which it is wel known that Lord 
Bolingbroke died after tlie application ef Mr. 
Gay's cauſtic. I therefore prepared only 
the eauſtio powder, the tart water, and the 
green ointment, omitting the red water for 
the reaſon above - mentioned, and the glitter- 
ing cauſtic powder, becauſe i in the detail of 


the uſe of the things, it was not mentioned 
 what'purpoſe that powder” Was deſigned for. 


With reſpect to the green ointment Thad it 
prepared merely for the ſake of complying 
with the receipt, not from any opinion of its 


utility, for I have already declared my aver- 


ſion for every kind of greaſy application in 
theſe caſes; and the powder may as well be 
formed into a conſiſtence with the yolł of an 
In January, 1775, a wealthy farmer of 
Soſſex, aged 73, applied to me at the deſire 

4 of 


1 
af NoQor Pepys, He had a 20fi ane range 
on the right check : It came on about twenty 
Fears before with a ſmall pimple, which was 
freguendy ſhaved off by the razgr. It in- 
<84ſed gradually to the ſige of a pra, and 
gte very troubleſome, being attended with 
a arp pricking pain. In this ſituation he 
apphed, about a twelvemonth before he came 
to me, io an apothecaty in che cout, who 
put ſame butter of antimony upon the part. 
Far from being helped by this, he grew 
gradually worſe; and when 1 ſaw: him, there 
was an ill-conditioned cancerous ulcer on his 
.cheek. about the ſize of a crown piece, and 
ſurraunded with edges, turned in and ex- 
tremely hard. The induration at the upper 


part extended over great part of the os male, 
and nearly to the orbit. He felt a good deal 
of pricking darting pain in it at times. 
As I had obſerved that the preparation of 
arſenic and antimony uſed by me in former 
caſes had been much too ſlow in its action, 
| R 7 I de- 
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I determined in this inſtance to give a fair 
trial to this receipt of the Earl of Arundel's, 
upon a preſumption that it would act more 
ſpeedily 'and powerfully than the preparation 
I had uſed. Some of the cauſtic powder 
was therefore mixed with the green ointment, . 
and applied, according to the directions, upon 

the whole extent of the no# me tangere. 
This acted ſtrongly, and in about a month 
after, the whole of the diſeaſed part to 
which it had been applied, came away, But 
ſome of the hardneſſes beyond the ulcer 
where the ſkin was not broken, and on 
which the cauſtic could not act, ſtill remained, 
The bottom of the ſore looked extremely 
well for a time, but I afterwards found that 
the ſurrounding indurations fed the diſorder, 
J endeavoured to get rid of theſe by applying 
my liquid to them, and by touching the 
diſeaſed granulations, wherever they were 


obſerved to riſe with the fart water, as 
directed in the receipt. The application of 
: the 


4 

the cauſtic was likewiſe renewed ſeveral 
times to the ulcerated edges of the indura- 
tions, in hopes of deſtroying them gradually. 
By theſe means carefully and attentively pur- 

ſued, I ſucceeded ſo far in about five months 
as to ſubdue moſt of the diſeaſe, and very 
nearly to conſolidate the wound. Thete re- 
mained, however, ſtill ſomething to be done, 
which I had the greateſt reaſon to hope 
would have been accompliſhed, becauſeallthe 

parts before treated had gradually yielded to 
the method. I uſed every argument in my 
power to perſuade! my patient to ſtay longer 
under my care; but the attendance had al- 
ready been tedious, and he was of an un- 
quiet reſtleſs diſpoſition, and withal very un- 
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eaſy at being ſo long abſent, from his family 


1 
and his affairs, ſo that it was impoſſible to 9 
prevail upon him. His ſon, howeyer, who | 


was a ſurgeon in the country near him, 
came to town; and J ſupplied him with all 
the medicines, - giving him as glear directions 
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af I poffibly & d, for the oecaſiondl appH¹ 
cafiv6h of them. Whether theſe were clefety 
followed I catinot take upon ine to ſay, . but 
am inelined to think they were not, fot te 
od gentleman was weafied, and 1 ſhould: | 
ſuppoſe not diſpoſed t6 follow the tetuod any 

longer. Whether this were the euſe, or whe- 
ther the diſorder would have been equally 
incurable whatever method had been pufſued; 
J cannot take upon me to contend. 80 far is 
certain, that ſome months- after, the patienm 
teturned to town, and put himſelf under the 
care of a quack, who redueed him ſo much 
in a ſhort-tithe; without dbiog any ſervice to 
the complaint, that he was very near dying 
from mere faintneſs and debility. He then 
had once more recoutſe to me, and I ſcaree 
knew him again on àecbunt of his being ſb 
much altered from the hearty ſtrong mainl] 
had before ſeèn him. Thotigh the diſorder 
was worſe than when he had quitted me; yet 
* was by ho means arrived to any dangerous. 
height, 


| 65 T 
height; nor was it near fo mack: advanced, 


non in ſu bad-aſtate as when he firſt put 
himfetf under my care. | But he was now 
too much harraſſed both in body and mind 


with what he had gone through to think of 
ſubmitting again to painful dreſſings; ſo that 
I now reſolved to try the effect of fixed air 
upon the part, which I was informed had 
been tried with ſuceeſs in theſe cafes by an 
ingenious gentleman in the prefeſſion. This 
application was continued for ſome time, 
and i appeated to keep the wound clean, and 
the gart tolerably free from pain. But as he 
was again anxious to return into the country; 
J furniſned him with the apparatus for con- 
tiaping to apply it himſelf. was: informed, 
to the beſt of my remembrance, that he per- 
ſeveredd in it till: che time of his death, but 
without its produciag any Rs effect 
an abe-gifdafeiin oo m ea cui boned 

Since I have had dccaſion to Madden 
ome of fixed air in theſe complaints, 
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| * a fourth part of its height, and the 
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aud that great expectations have been raiſed. 


amongſt philoſophers of the preſent age from 
che introduction of this newly diſcovered 
remedy into practice, I ſhall take this oppor- 
tunity of communicating what has paſſed 
under my obſervation reſpecting the uſe of it 
in theſe diſorders. | Witt! 

I have tried it in ſeveral caſes of ulcerated 
cancers for a conſiderable time; and purſued 


the following method in applying it, I firſt 


adapted an open bladder to the end of a 


flexible tube of a convenient length, and 


placing this. bladder upon the ſound parts 
round the cancerous complaint, ſo as cate- 
fully to include the whole of the diſeaſe, I 
confined the margin of the bladder by ap- 
plying to it a piece of ſheet lead, which was 


held cloſe to the ſurrounding parts by one or 


more aſſiſtants. The end of the tube was then 


fixed into the mouth of a pretty large bottle, 


into which ſmall pieces of marble had been 


bottle 


bottle itſelf, about half filled with water. A 
quantity of oil of vitriol being then poured 
into the bottle, an efferveſcence was raiſed, 
which driving the yapour rapidly through the. 

tube, inflated. the bladder. The fixed air be- 
ing thus conveyed to the wound was. kept 
there for balf an hour, or an hour at a time, 


as long as the patient could bear the pro- 
ceſs, If the bladder grew ſlack the effer- 
yeſcence Was raiſed afreſh by ſhaking the 
bottle, or adding more oil of vitriol to the 
marble *, This application was renewed 
twice or three times in the day, and if I could 
haye prevailed upon my patients to do it 
oftener, I would; ; being of opinion, that if any 
ſuccels were to be expected from it, it muſt 
be owen to its being reiterated frequently, 
limagined, indeed, that if it had been poſſible 
Perhaps this detail may be deemed unneceſſary, 
conſidering how well the method of producing fixed 
air is known, But I thought it proper to particu- 
larize the mode in which I uſed it, that it might be 


determined whether my want of ſucceſs were owen 
0 this, 
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ekens the 1 fixed. 
air, without any communication with the- 
external air, this would be the moſt likely 

method of infaring ſucceſs. However this | 
may be, in all the caſts wherein I tried it, 
it did not by arty means confitm thoſe expec- 

tations that report had raiſed in me of its 
utility. It never in any one inſtance diſpoſed 
the cancerons wound or any part of it to 
heal; and all the benefit l experienced from 


the uſe of it, was, keeping the wound ſweet 


and clean. This indeed is no inconſiderable 


advantage, where theſe effects cannot be 
brought about by other means, leſs inconve- 
dient than this. Neithet can 1 aſcertain 
whether it contributed in any remarkable de- 
gree to abate the pain of the diſeaſe, for an 
the caſes tried it in were very far advanced, 
and the auen having been uſed to obtain 
relieff from opium, did not chuſe to relinquiſh 
a medicine, the good n ah ber 
had felt. oh 
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Loet us no eonfider in what view the ap- 5 


plicatom of fixed air has been tied in cance- 
rous affections Except in ſome tate inftances 
VvhRore from Dodtor Hales's hinfs it has been 


ingetiouſl y fuggeſtedt to be a diſſolvent of the 


human calculus, tlie oiny principle upon 
which it hath betm uſed in the diſorders of 
the animal azcotoniy is that of its reſiſting 
putreſaction. From git John Pringle's eu- 
lioas experiments vn putrid animal ſubſtances, 
whieti together with thoſe of Doctor Nack 
oni the nature of calcaredus earths, were the 
baſis of all the experiments ſinoe made by 
Doctor | Macbride, Doctor Prieffley; and 
others,” and the dodtrines eſtabliſhed in con; 
| ſequence 'of them, it appears, indeed, that 
fixed air, both às an internal medicine, and 
as a topic, is likely to become very beneficial 
in all putrid diſeaſes, But what effect are we 
to expect from it when applied upon this 
principle to cancerous complaints?” A cancer 


cannot ſurely'be called 's putrid diſeaſe, for 
1 of 
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. 
the ſymptoms and appearances that attend it, 
are directly contrary to thoſe in which we 
find the putrid diatheſis prevailing in the 
: machine, ſuch as ſcurvy, putrid fevers, &c. 
In all putrid diſeaſes the ſolids of the body 
are ſoftened and relaxed; in cancers, thoſe 
parts that are affected with them are bound 
by the moſt rigid hardneſſes. In puttid diſeaſes 
the ſolids become flabby and much increaſed 
in bulk, unable to reſiſt the impulſe of the 
fluids; in the true cancer, the parts are all 
contracted into a narrow compaſs, puckered 
up and drawn in, ſo that if a woman have 
one breaſt thoroughly affected with this diſ- 
eaſe, it will be much leſs in ſize and appear- 
ance than the other, even before any of its 
ſubſtance ſhall have been deſtroyed by the 
ulceration. of the part. It will be urged 
perhaps that ulcerated cancers are generally 


accompanied with an extremely offenſive 
ſmell, which indicates putreſcency. Not to 
inſiſt upon the circumſtance that an offenſive 
pt: | ſmell 


188 
ſmell is not always an indication of this 
quality, I ſhall only obſerve that the ſtench 
in theſe caſes appears to be an adventitious 
ſymptom of the diſeaſe, it is the conſequence 
of its ulcerated ſtate, and is generally propor- 
tioned to the ſize and extent of the ulcer. 
If the cancer were of itſelf and ab ongine a 
x putrid diſeaſe, it is moſt probable that it 
would be cured as ſoon as the faetor were 
corrected; as is the caſe with other putrid 
diſtempers, which are cured whenever the 
tendency to putrefaction can be overcome. 
But it has already been obſerved, that fixed 
air in all the trials I have made of it, though 
it generally corrected the offenſive ſmell, has 
not cured the complaint, which agrees nearly 
with what Doctor Percival has ſaid of its 
effect in theſe caſes. There are, indeed, 
other means of correcting the ſmell of cance- 
rous ulcers, and much more ſimple than the 
application of an apparatus for the generation 
of fixed air, and which, from all the obſer- 


pvations 


1 
vations experience has furniſhed me-with on 
this point, ſeem to anſwor the purpoſe as ef- 
fectually. The ſeveral topics I have: uſed 
For this-purpoſe are the flowers of inc, the 
calamus aromaticus-in powder, either alone 
or mixed with ſuch a proportion of powdered 
4k gmmeniac as my patients could bear; 
ſulphur either alone or combined with a 
ſmall portion of arſenic, which laſt prepara- 
tion ſhall 'beiſpoken.of more fully in the ſe- 
quel of this work. Theſe ate the dreffingsI 
have -chiefly uſed in the intervals of ſuch as 
- were: more active, and: by means of Which, 
have generally preſeruetl my cancers from 
any very offenſive ſmell; and even in the laſt 
(ſtage of the diſtemper, haue ſucceeded in di- 
miniſhing greatly this nauſeous ſymptom. 
Doctor Wathen ſaw a remarkable inſtance of 
this in an extremely offenſive cancer, which 
he ſaw wih me in the moſt deplorable 
ſtate of the diſeaſe. He expreſſed his ſur- 
prise on finding this ſtench much corrected 


in 5 0 
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in a fe days by means of | ſome of the fore- 
mentioned alcaline and abforbent powders, 
aſfiſted with an outward covering of Tags 
dipt-in ſpirituous applications. The ſpirituous 
eoveting T-generally uſed in theſe caſes, Was, 
the martial and ammoniac” tincture above- 
mentioned, either alone or diluted with water, 
without the addition of the oil of vitriol, 
whith anſwers nearly to the common tinc- 
ture of ſteel with ſalt ammoniac, to be'found 
in ſome diſpenſatories. I ſhall here obſerve 
chat in all offenſive cancers we ought religi- 
oufly-to abſtain from every kind of greaſy 
application, however mild and innocent it 
may be, and even were it only uſed with a 
view to keep on the dreſſings. No ointment 
muſt come near the ſore, or even touch the 
| neighbouring ſound parts. 'When the cance- 
rous wound is ſmall and free from any of- 
fenfive fmell, it is better ill not to uſe any 
greaſe if it can be avoided; and if we be forced 
to it, from the dry lint ticking to the edges, 

it 
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it will be beſt to powder the. fore firſt with 
flowers of zinc, and lay nothing over but the 


Goulard cerate, or ſome ſuch mild ointment, 


Bafilicon, or the green digeſtive always add to 
the offenſive ſmell. Let me be permitted to 


| obſerve by the way, that it might poſſibly be 


better if theſe digeſtive ointments were ban- 
iſhed from the practice of ſurgery, and more 
particularly from the treatment of fimple 
wounds. The ſmell of them is of itſelf 


very diſagreeable to the patient as well as the 


ſurgeon, and I am fully perſuaded they are of 
no uſe. The purpoſe of keeping a ſimple 
wound moiſt and protected from the air, is 
as well effected by a little white wax and oil 
melted together, which to render it pleaſing 


to the eye may be coloured with alkanet root. 
This kind of ointment, the Goulard cerate, 


and the epulotic cerate are the only topics 1 
have uſed to ſimple wounds for theſe laſt 
fourteen years, either in public or private 


practice. The advantages ariſing from this, 


are, 


631 


are, that the wounds thus dreſſed do hot yield 


ſo great a ſhare of matter, that the granula- 
tions are not therefore ſo likely to tiſe above 
the edges of the ſore, that theſe edges them · 
ſelves are more eaſily kept clean, and that 
the dreſſings are not in the leaſt offenſive to 


the patient; 
But to return to the ſubject of fixed air. 
If I did not apply it to cancers merely with 


a defign of correQing their foetid ſmell, as 


others have done, it may be aſked what was 
my view in trying it. i acknowledge that 
my expectations of ſucceſs from it in cance- 
rous affections were founded on its mephitic 
quality, rather than on its ſalutary properties. 


I have long ſuſpected that the cancer was 


produced from inſects or the germina-of them 


taken up from the ait by the lymphatic 


veſſels ; and that in the inſtances of ſchirrhous 
tumours, which ſometimes continue for a 
long time in a ſtate of eaſe and tranquillity, 
theſe germina thus abſorbed remain in an in- 
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66 ] 
animate ſtate till ſome accidental circum- 
ſtance brings them to life. This has appear- 
ed to me to conſtitute the ulcerated ſtate of 


the diſeaſe, I am not ſingular in this idea, 


for in one of the volumes of tracts upon can- 
cers collected by the late Mr. Bell, which 
was lent me by Doctor William Fordyce, I 
found it introduced as a received opinion “. 
And in another tract in the ſame volume, 
written in the Italian language, the author 
ſpeaks of having ſeen the inſect +. But 
| . _ what- 

. Tota intentio arfenicum adhibendi videtur ſu- 
perſtructa eſſe opinioni illi, quod cancer vivat. Aut 
juxta' forte pathologiam animatam, quod ex innume- 


ris vermibus vivis confletur. Diſſertatio de cancrg a - 
Martino Schumacher, 


+ Ma non andò guari, che crudelmente riſorſero | 
(gli ſpaſimi vüol dire) e nuovamente del pari fi ſce- 


marono, allora quando per gli ſteſſi canali d'onde era 


piovuto il marciume, un picciolo vermicello fi aperſe 
il paſſo, groſſo come un filo ordinario da cucire, longo 


alla miſſura del primo nodo del dito mignolo, di co- 


Jore roſſiccio, ſiccome ſarebbe una fibra di carne ſa- 
lata, 
oy 

| | Nuovo 


peculiar to it, 


1 | 


whatever may have been the ideas of others 


upon this matter, for my own part I have 
been led into this conjecture, from the nature 
and ſituation of the parts in which the diſ- 
eaſe is uſually ſeated ; from the kind of pain 
to it, and the progreſs of the ulcera- 
, and the effects of — 
ous medicines upon it. 


The parts chiefly affected with the cancer 


tion; from an 


are the breaſts of women, the womb, the 


tongue, the lips, the noſe, and the face. All 
theſe parts are abundantly ſupplied with ab- 
ſorbent veſſels, and are moſt cf them expoſed 


to the external air, ſo that if there be any 


germina of inſets floating in this fluid, they 
will be ready to abſorb it. The breaſts of 
women in particular, which are by far the 
moſt ordinary ſeat of the complaint, are re- 
markably full of pores, and from the various 


Nuovo metodo per curare ſicuramente ogni canchero 
coperto, e ſpecialmente le gbiande ſcirroſe delle mammelle, 
di altre parti dil cpo: opera ai Giuſeppe Maria 
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ſtate of diſteption they undergo, theſe pores 


muſt certainly become at different times very 
large, and conſequently more fitted to receive 
and tranſmit any thing from without. The 
mammary glands alſo to which the lymphatic 
or abſorbent veſſels immediately tend, are 
uſually the parts firſt affected &. | 

| The 


»I am aware that there are frequently indurations 
or ſchirrhous tumours of the internal glands, ſuch as 
the liver, the meſenteric glands, the kidneys, &c,— 
But it may be conſidered, that if theſe germina be ab- 
ſorbed from without they may either be ſtopped in 
the firſt gland through which the veſſels that abſorb 
them paſs, or may þe accidentally hurried on with 
the circulation, and depoſited in the courſe of it upon 
- ſome of the internal glands, Excluſive of this cir- 
cumſtance it is pretty apparent that theſe indurations 
are different from the true cancer; ſo that whether 
we ſuppoſe them produced from the ſame cauſe or 
not, we find at leaſt that the effect is different. In- 
durations of the meſenteric glands are marks of . the 
ſcrophula ; and the ſymptoms and appearances attend- 
ing ſcrophulous hardneſſes are extremely diſtin& from 
thoſe which accompany the cancerous induration ; 
and might be accounted for. upon 'a very oppoſite 
th were it not ſoceign to my preſent purpoſe, 
With 


* 


169 ] 
The ſecond circumſtance which ſuggeſted 


the idea to me of the cancer being generated 


bs 
With reſpect to ſchirrhous tumours of the liver, though 


they alſo appear to be indurations of a different kind 
from the cancer, yet as-I ſuſpect this diſorder to be 


more frequent than it is generally imagined,” it will _ 


not, I hope, be thought intruſive, if I take the op- 
portunity of this note to communicate what has oc- 
curred to me in the treatment of theſe caſes. 

A negro ſervant belonging to Doctor Mac Namara 
was admitted into. the Weſtminſter hoſpital under my 
care, He had a large prominent tumour on the 
right ſide of the linea albæ, and immediately under the 
margin of the cheſt. From the ſeat of the complaint, 
the ſymptoms attending, and from an obſcure fluctua- 


tion diſcerned in the tumor, I ſuſpeRed this to be an 


encylted abſceſs of the liver, a diſeaſe often met with 
among negroes, and therefore reſolved upon opening 
it. I made an inciſion through the whole extent of 
the tumour, and after having divided the muſcles of 
the belly and the peritonzum, gave vent to a quantity 
of matter, which evidently appeared to be contained 
in a large cyſt, totally diſtin& from the cavity of the 
belly as uſual in theſe caſes. The fac ran fo far back 
towards the ſpine that it was not poſſible to empty it at 
once, and, indeed, the contents were ſo viſcid and te- 
nacious, that it was only by repeated injections with 

4 3 barley 


— 27% ECC WES al, 2 as ET ES 3 = Ft Ges an — — — e 2 _ ” " Y — — — - _ 
— — "PERCY 8 — Fe — ew ER Te _— 5 2 — — — _- RPA . . 
r n r 8 n Po 57. 
# 4. ” 4- —> a - 7 0 92 Lg = ee . o — 4 i k 4 — « * „„ SW be - ht — Wai.'T 5 a * * x * 


* es Wren FE, 


* 
- A ee Pg -—_— 

£ . Pl. © ans yas 

vow, * 


= , 5 9 
91 W6.- I 


6 _—_— 
CE 


So TAS $o Cre 1 8222 


8 
by inſects, is, the kind of pain peculiar to the 
diſeaſe, and the propreſs of the ulceration, 
| Nothing 


' barley water, continued for about three weeks, that 
the cyſt could be entirely evacuated, When this was 
done, and that the ſides of it were conſequently 
brought nearer together, one might plainly feel an 
enlargement and induration of the liyer, extending 
through the whole of its region, In little more than 
two months the wound was healed, except that there 
remained a fiſtulous opening which it was impoſſible 
for me to cloſe, Conſidering that this orifice might 
be kept open by the diſeaſe of the organ, I directed my 
patient to rub half a drachm of ſtrong mercurial oint« 
ment every day on the region of the liver, ſuſpending 
the uſe of it occaſionally, that the mouth might not 
be affected. By perſevering in this courſe about fix 
weeks, the whole of this immenſe induration ſubſided, 
and the fiſtulous opening, cloſed of itſelf, The ſuc- 
_ ceſs of this caſe induced me to try the effect of mercu- 
rial frictions in two other inſtances, of an enlargement 
and induration of the liver evident to the fight and 
touch, Both theſe caſes were cured by this method, 
even the induration, which was fartheſt adyanced, 
and in which a prominence on the ſame ſpot where 
the negro's large ſwelling had appeared, ſeemed to in- 
dicate a tendency to ſuppuration, was diſſolved with- 
out the formation of matter, = 
| Thoſe 


E 


Nothing ſeems more properly to . the 
notion of inſeQs cortoding the parts than that 


* 


Thoſe who are converſant in diſſections have fre- 


quent opportunities of ſeeing that large and indurated 


livers are commonly found in the abdomen of perſons 
who die of a dropſy in that cavity. Theſe indurations 


have, indeed, been reckoned by ſome as the chief and 


perhaps the only cauſe of theſe collections of water 
which, if it be the caſe, muſt be owen to the preſſure 
of a hard maſs upon ſo large a vein as the vena cava; 
thus obſtructing the courſe of the blood returning to 
the heart; in the ſame manner as the preſſure of the 
gravid uterus occaſions an anaſarca in the legs of preg- 
nant women. Is it not probable then, that this terri- 
ble diſeaſe might be cured if this apparent cauſe were 
removed? Accordingly, I remember to have found 
(though I cannot recolle& where, having unfortu- 


nately Joſt many of my papers) that it was a practice 


uſed with ſucceſs in India, to rub the belly with mer- 
curial ointment in the dropſy of that cavity. 

Some years ago I tranſlated a manuſcript paper for 
Doctor Fothergill, which had been ſent to him in the 
German language from a gentleman at Moſcow, The 


author mentioned that he had obſerved many internal 


complaints to proceed from indurations of the liver, 
which could not otherwiſe be accounted for. He ac- 
cordingly recommended a more frequent examination 
of the ſtate of that organ than is generally attended to, 
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ſhooting darting pain complained of in this 
diſeaſe, which the patients deſcribe as tha 
pricking of ſo many needles. The ſame may 
be obſerved of that gradual, creeping, and al- 
moſt imperceptible corroſion of the parts, by 
which not only the whole ſubſtance of the 
breaſt is frequently deſtroyed, but the ulcera- 
tion is alſo extended to the neighbouring ſkin, 
and a wound is produced of a moſt horrid 
appearance full of cavities and inequalities, 
not unlike a piece of mouldering ruins. To 
which we may add, that the diſeaſe extends 
itſelf in the direction of thoſe lymphatic veſſels 
which firſt conveyed it to the mammary 
glands, forming hard cords which terminate 
and are loſt in the indurated Bs of the 
arm- pit. | 
The third tiecunifiahos that has given riſe 
| to my conjecture is analogy, and the effects 


of certain poiſonous medicines upon the cane 
cerous affection, 


Every 


. 
Every inſect ſeems to have its particular 
bane. Thus in that cutaneous diſorder the 
ich, which from Lewenhoeck's microſcopi- 


cal obſervations has been ſhewn to conſiſt in 


numerous inſects ſwarming on the ſurface of 


the ſkin, ſulphur has been found to be the 


moſt effectual poiſon, There are, indeed, 
other poiſons that will deſtroy theſe inſects, 
ſuch as hellebore and mercury, but none of 


| theſe are near ſo powerful againſt them as 


brimſtone . Thus there ſeems alſo to be a 


* Perhaps it may hereafter be found that moſt cu- 
taneous diſorders ariſe from the ſame cauſe. At leaft 
they ſeem for the moſt part to have a particular poiſon 


appropriated to them. Thus we find, beſides the in- 


ſtance of the itch, that in venereal blotches on the ſkin, 
ſublimate is acknowledged to be the moſt powerful 
preparation of mercury, Hellebore has been recom- 
mended by the antients, and i is ſtil] preſcribed in many 
cutaneous eruptions, which we know not how to cute 
otherwiſe; and in the tinea or ſcald head, I have found 
no poiſon ſo effectual as a ſtrong decoction of tobacco, 
by which I have cured ſome obſtinate caſes of this 
kind in a very ſhort time, after all the uſual methods, 
not omitting even the pitch plaiſter, had been tried for 
8 long continuance without effect. 
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particular poiſon againſt the cancer, which is 
arſenic; which, in many inſtances of Mr. 

Guys practice, and others upon record, has 
deſtroyed ſeveral cancerous affections, and 
which, from the experience I have had of it, 
though ſo often unſucceſsfully uſed, appears 
ſtill to be the proper antidote to this diſtemper. 
The fact ſeems to be, that it is a poiſon of ſo 
dangerous a nature, chat it can ſeldom be 
uſed in ſufficient quantity to bring about the 
deſired effect, without expoſing the patient 
' to too great riſque. But if the arſenic be not 
uſed in ſufficient quantity to eradicate the diſ- 
eaſe it does hurt rather than good, becauſe 
after having loſt its quality of an antidote, 
the ill effects of its having ated as a cauſtic 
ſtill ſubſiſt, and the irritation it has occa- 
ſioned exaſperates the diſeaſe, For we well 
know that cancers, when irritated by cauſtic 
applications of any kind, are conſiderably 
haſtened in their progreſs, which ſeems to 
form another preſumptive argument in favour 

of 


1 

of the conjecture I have ventured to men- 
tion: for when. the inſects find themſelves 

diſturbed by an external application they | 
will make what haſte they can to ga out 
of the reach of it. Beſides, no other cau- 
ſtic ever acts upon the cancerous affection 
in the manner that arſenic does; for, 
were we to attempt to extract ſchirrhous 
glands by any other cauſtic, we ſhould con- 
ſtantly fail in our attempts; which I am 
convinced of as well from the teſtimony of 
others as from my own experience. On 
the contrary, though Mr, Guy's cauſtic. 
bath not ſucceeded in every caſe, yet it is 
no leſs certain that many have been cured _ 
by it, and that he has frequently extracted 
ſchirrhous glands entire with it. A moſt 
ſingular effect which I have alſo accom- 
pliſned in one inſtance, which ſhall be re- 
lated hereafter. 


Theſe 


1 

Theſe are the ſeveral reaſons that have 
encouraged me in the conjecture of the 
cancerous affection being produced by in- 
ſects; and which induced me to try the 
application of fixed air to theſe complaints, 
in hopes that its noxious quality would 
deſtroy theſe inſects and cure the diſeaſe. 
But it is an extremely difficult thing to 
apply mephitic air to cancerous ulcers in 
ſuch a manner as to exclude all communi- 
cation with the external air, upon which 
circumſtance alone, according to my ideas, 
its efficacy muſt depend. | 

The inequality of the parts on which 
the apparatus is to be fixed, and ſometimes 
the extent of the diſeaſe, are obſtacles to 
the cloſe adapting of it, which in ſome 
caſes are unſurmountable, Add to this, 
that a bladder is the only thing that can 
be made uſe of to contain this mephitic 
air; for if a hollow glaſs were applied, 
it is evident that it would act like a 


cupping 


1 

cupping glaſs, and become inſupportable upon 
parts already extremely ſenſible. Doctor 
Prieſtley obſerves too, that a bladder, be has 
found by experience, will not long make a fuf> 
Acient ſeparation between ſeveral Rindt of 
air and common air*, Theſe may perhaps 
be the reaſons why the application of fixed 
air has not ſucceeded with me. Whether 
the nitrous air diſcovered by Doctor Prieſtley, 
and which he obſerves to be more noxious 
than the former, will ſucceed better, muſt be 
determined by future experiments. 
Bauch were in general the methods I uſed 
in the treatment of uicerated-cancers ; be- 
fide which, upon ſuperficial cancerous 
wounds, where it was my defign to make a 
flight eſchar with little pain, or where I was 
| 'endeavouring to heal the obſtinate remains of 
a cancer previouſly brought into a ſmall com- | 
paſs, I uſed to mix ſome of the magnes arſe- 
'nicalis, or even ſome crude arſenic, with a 
1 Experiments on air, vol. I. p. 37. 
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ointment by the addition of ſome Goulard 


cerate, or any other mild unguent of the 
ſame kind. This was made ſtronger or 
weaker according to the effect it was meant 
to produce, The general rule was to take 
ten grains of the magnes with the ſame quan- 
tity of opium, and mix them with one drachm 
of ſoft ointment, I his mild application gives 
little or no pain, and produces evidently good 
effects. It might perhaps prove uſeful in 


| removing any freſh appearances of the diſ- 


eaſe, that are apt to ariſe after extirpation, 
however carefully or well performed. Indeed, 
unleſs the arſenical cauſtic can be applied fo 
as to eradicate the whole diſeaſe in a ſhort 
time, I ſhould always prefer this mode of 
uſing it, not only on account of its being 
rendered mild by the addition of an unctu- 
ous ſubſtance, but alſo becauſe in this mode 
of applying it, we can always aſcertain the 
n of arſenic uſed upon any patient in 

a given 


[79 ] 


a given time, This is a material circumſtance 
to attend to; for if we are too free even in 
the external application of arſenic for any 
continuance, it will be apt to bring on pains 5 


in the extremities and other diſagreeable 
ſymptoms. But in this mode it may be con- 
tinued for any length of time without danger, 


for as I always ſpread the ointment as thin 


as poſſible upon the lint, a drachm weight of 


it will laſt for ſeveral dreſſings, and that 


drachm contains no more thantengrainsof the 
magnes, in which there are but ſive of arſe- 
nic. It appears to me that the diſeaſe may 
always be palliated and the progreſs of it 
checked by this kind of mixture; and, per- 
haps, if it were continued for many months 
uninterruptedly to ſmall cancerous ſores about 
the face, it might often effect a cure: but the 


great length of time ſometimes required to 
purſye the ſame method with advantage, fre- 


quently diſcourages the patient and ſurgeon 
too from perſevering as they ought. I have 
| e had 
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had two inſtances of this, one of a cancer on 
the noſe, the other the noli me tangere above- 
mentioned; both which caſes I verily believe 
would have been completely cured by a 
ſteady perſeyerance. j in the uſe of this mild 
ointment, had it not been for the reſtleſſneſs 
of the patients and their anxiety to return into | 
the country. Nor do I think it neceſſary to 
add the opium to the mixture, unleſs the 
crude arſenic be uſed, and that in a larger 
quantity; for the application is ſufficiently | 
mild without it. I ſhall take this opportu- 
pity to mention that this arſenical ointment 
is alſo very uſeful in ſome inveterate ulcers, 
and likewiſe in ſcrophulous ſores. I was firſt 
induced to try it in ſcrophulous ulcers, from 
having found among ſome of Sir Hans 
Sloane's manuſcripts that the magnes arſeni- 
calis was mentioned as a a ſpecific againſt the 
ſcrophula. Though I cannot boaſt of hav- 
ing found it entirely ſo, yet have frequently 
uſed the magnes alone or t mixed wich opium 


to 


[ 8 } 


to theſe ſores, and particularly to the carious 


parts, of bones in-them with very good effect. 
1am aware that ſome perſons will cenſure | 


me on this occaſion for endeavouring to in- 
troduce into practice the old complicated and 
frequently ſevere method of dreſſing ſores, 
inſtead of thoſe ſimple and mild dreſſings ſo 
ſtrongly and ſo juſtly recommended by all 
modern writers of eſtimation, To this charge 
I anſwer, that no man can bea greater friend 
to plain dreflings in all fimple wounds than 
Jam; which may be collected from what has 
been already obſerved in this pamphlet of 
my having entirely baniſhed from my prac- 
tice even the common turpentine dreflings of 
baſilicon, or the green ointment, which are 
ſtill almoſt in univerſal uſe. Neither do I 
ever employ the lunar cauſtic, the blue 
vitriol, or any other eſcharotic remedy, 
to keep under thoſe luxuriant granulations 
which in all ſimple wounds, particularly in 


young and ſound habits, are ſo apt to riſe 
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above the edge of the ſkin, and prevent cica- 
trization; though ſuch applications are ſtill | 
in common uſe for this purpoſe. To theſe 1 
have ſubſtituted the conſtant and moderate 
preflure of a linen roller, wherever the 
wounds were in a ſituation to admit of its be- 
ing applied. This I find more effeQual than 
the former practice, and it is certainly much 
more mild; for I know, from my own ex- 
perience, that even the ſlighteſt touch of the 
blue vitriol upon theſe tender granulations. 
occaſions no inconſiderable ſmart, which 
ſometimes continues for ſome hours after the 
dreſſing. But there is a diſcrimination to be 
made; for however I may be an advocate for 
plain dreflings in all ſimple wounds, yet 
there are ulcers, tumours, and complicated 
ſores, the treatment of which may require 
the exertion of every effort that a competent 
knowledge of the materia medica can ſug- 
geſt to us. We are, indeed, often obliged 
to feel our way in the dark in ſome of theſe 

n caſes, 


F 


Caſes, and to vary our applications till expe- 


rience directs us to one that can even procure 
tolerable eaſe to our patient. Nor are we to 
ſuppoſe that the immenſe ſtore-houſe of na- 
ture and the proceſſes of the chymical art, 
have in vain ſupplied us with ſo great a va- 
riety of ſubſtances, the propetties of which 
are ſo diſtinct. The ſtudy of topical applica- 
tions and their effects is perhaps too much 
neglected in this age. It is a ſtudy not to be 
purſued without much labour; and when the 
knowledge is attained, only partially (for it 
never can be completely) is not calculated to 
give the ſurgeon that degree of eminence. 
which he will acquire from dexterity in ope- 
ration, I would, therefore, earneſtly recom- 
mend to the young ſurgeon the ſtudy of na- 
tural hiſtory, not merely as a ſcience of no- 
menclature, but with a view, as Boerhave ad- 
viſes in his Methodus Studendi Medicinam, 
to acquire an early infight into the properties 
of bodies : that by combining this knowledge 
G 2 with 
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with the nature of the complaint he is to 


treat, and with experience, he may be led 
to a rational application of it. This will ef- 


fectually ſecure him from having recourle to 


thoſe unmeaning combinations with which 


diſpenſatories abound; and the abſurdity of 
which has been the cauſe of the diſgrace and 


neglect of topical applications, though much 


benefit might accrue from a prudent and ſci- 
entific management of them. 

In page 62 of this work it has been ob- 
ſerved, that I had found a preparation of 
arſenic and ſulphur uſeful in removing the 
offenſive ſmell of cancers. The method of 


making this preparation and the proportions 


are as follow: take of ſulphur in impalpa- 
ble powder, four pounds; of white arſenic 
in impalpable powder, one pound ; mix 
them, and put them into a ſmall glaſs re- 
tort, place them in a ſand heat, and lute on 


a long neck and a receiver. Raiſe the fire 
gradually until the mixture be fuſed, The 
fixed 


RR 
fixed maſs is the part to be levigated for uſe, 
the ſublimed part is to be rejected. 
This was the preparation which Thad given 
internally in the proportion of five grains of 
- arſenic in the day without producing any per- 
nicious effects. From this circumſtance, and 
conſequently from the little riſque there ap- 
| peared to be in uſing it externally, I was in- 
clined to entertain hopes that it might not 
only correct the offenſive ſmell, but alſo be 
attended with more complete ſucceſs in theſe 
caſes. I had very good reaſon indeed to be 
ſatisfied with its effects in the few. caſes 1 
have hitherto had an opportunity of trying 
it in, and which were of the worſt kind. It 
gave ſcarce any pain, it corrected the ſmell 
and the diſcharge, it alleviated the painful 
ſtate of the diſeaſe, and checked its rapid pro- 
greſs, if it did nothing more. But even this 
mild application I found could not be uſed in 
all cancers without danger, of which I ſhall 
candidly relate the inſtance, | 
: G 3 A lady 


* # Yo 
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A lady who had been attacked with à ſe- 
vere paralytic complaint, of which ſhe till 
had the remains in the difficulty of her ſpeech, - 
put herſelf under my care, with an exceeding © 
bad ulcerated cancer from which ſhe ſuffered. 
much pain. Apprehending the conſequences 
of even the ſmalleſt quantity of arſenic uſed - 
in a habit addicted to palſy, 1 thought it ne- 
ceſſary to apprize the family, that my appli- 
cations being of an arſenical nature I could 
not anſwer for the effect they might produce 
in ſuch a habit, But ſo eager was the patient 
to try for relief, and ſo deſperate was her pre- 
ſent ſituation, that it was agreed we ſhould 
run the riſque of the application, and if it 


ſhould cauſe any alarming ſymptom it might 

then be left oft. proceeded with all poſ- 
1 ſible caution, and as the fore was very large 
| and deep, and would conſequently require 
tome quantity of the powder to cover its whole 
= ſurface, I made it weaker than uſual, by mix- 
Ing it with equal parts of the flowers of zinc. 

al A | The 


YM... 
The ſore was ſo much mended by this in a 
ſhort time, and the patient ſo evidently re- 
lieved, that the ſatisfaction experienced from 
this change, made us overlook or not pay ſuf- 
ficient attention to ſome apparent trifling 
weakneſs in the leg attended with flight 
- ſpaſms, But theſe ſymptoms continuing and 
increaſing, I could no longer doubt that they 
were owen to the abſorption of the arſenic 
from fo large a ſurface as the ſore exhibited. 
I therefore deſiſted from the uſe of this ap- 
| plication, and dreſſed with nothing more than 
flowers of zine and ſulphur combined. But 
notwithſtanding this precaution my patient 
did not long ſurvive this freſh attack. 
From this fact we muſt conclude, that 
18 neceſſary to abſtain entirely from any arſe- 
nical application in paralytic habits ; and that 
where the ſurface of the ſore is very large, as 
it was in this caſe, and conſequently the ab- 


ſorbent power conſiderable, we ſhould __ it 
with extreme caution. | 


G 4 Iam. 


e 

I am now to give the account which T | 
promiſed before of my ſucceſsful: treat- 
ment of a cancer of another kind, by a 
method ſomewhat different from any of the 
preceding. This diſorder was produced 
from a venereal infection. The patient who 
applied to me in this caſe, had had four 
months before ſome chancres on the prepuce. 
He had rubbed in a quantity of mercurial 
ointment, and taken mercury freely inter- 
nally. He had alſo taken the decoctions uſu- 
ally preſcribed in theſe caſes, but all to no 
purpoſe. When he applied to me, in the 
month of May, 1776, the chancres were con- 
verted into an eroding cancerous ulcer, which 
had then eaten away moſt of the glans penis, 
had ſeized upon the corpora cavernoſa, and 
had deſtroyed the greateſt part of the pre- 
puce“. The wound was full of ill-con- 
5 ditioned 
lem aware here of the diſtinktion fo! properly 


eſtabliſhed by an ingenious French writer, Mr Perilhe, 
in his eſſay on cancers, between what is called the true 


cancer 


89 1 
ditioned floughs, was extremely offenſive and 
very painful. The ſkin at a conſiderable diſ- 


tance from the edge of the ulcer was quite 
black and ſeemed in a ſtate of mortification- 
This livid appearance of the ſkin extended 


cancer and the cancerous ulcer, the latter of which he 


ſays ſometimes admits of a cure. The cafe here deſ- 


cribed- may perhaps be thought more properly to come 
under the laſt appellation: yet as this diſtinction ſeems 
not to have been ſo preciſely drawn, but that in many 


caſes it may be difficult to aſcertain to which claſs the 


diſtemper belongs; it has been thought proper to in- 


ſert this caſe here, more eſpecially as notwithſtanding. 


the acknowledgment that cancerous ulcers ſometimes 


admit of cure, there have been no certain rules laid 


down for the general management of them. There is 
the greater reaſon for this, as the uſual treatment of this 
terrible and rapid cancerous ulcer ſucceeding the vene- 
real taint, is to the beſt of my knowledge moſtly unſuc- 
ceſsful. In one of the inſtances that fell under my no- 
tice the teſticles were laid quite bare, and hung looſe 28 
if the integuments had been diſſected from them; in 
another, the ulcer had eaten away the integuments and 
muſcles of the abdomen, and the inteſtines came out 
at the aperture. It will not be improper to add, that 
in theſe inſtances the mercury had been continued to 
the laſt; a circumſtance which determined me to lay 
aſide the uſe of it in the preſent caſe. 
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itſelf even to the root of the upper part of the 
penis, and was creeping on by a red duſky 

line to the integuments of the belly, I did 

not judge that there was any ſucceſs to be 
expected from the amputation of the part 
while the mortification ſeemed to be in its 
full Career. N either was I inclined to uſe the. 
arſenical cauſtic here, leſt the eſchar produced 
by it ſhould deſtroy too much of the penis, 
the remains of which I was anxious to pre- 
ſerve, On the other hand there appeared to 
be an abſolute neceſſity of taking ſome effec» 
tual method to ſtop the progreſs of the diſ- 
order, which muſt otherwiſe ſoon prove fatal 
to the patient, It then occurred to me that 
I had met with an account of a medicine 
conſiſting of equal parts of crude falt am- 
moniac, arum root, and crab's claws in fine 
powder, having been uſed with good ſucceſs * 
in cancers *. From the pungency of the 

arum 

* At the time of my reading this, which, to the 
beſt of my recollection was in a book of voyages, I had 

| taken 


by 


98 


arum root, the quickning power of the ſalt t 


ammoniac, and the utility of abſorbent pow- 
ders in all cancerous, foetid, and malignant 


ulcers ; 1 judged this combination to be pe- 
culiarly adapted to the preſent caſe, and there- 


fore determined to try it in lieu of the arſeni- 
cal cauſtic, for the reaſons above-mentioned; 


with a full reſolution to alter my plan if ſome. 


remarkable change were not ſoon produced 
by this joined to other efforts. Accordingly, 
I dipped pieces of lint into my liquid, and 
placed them upon all the black and livid 
parts of the ſkin, even to the edges of the 


ſore, directing my patient to wet theſe 


pledgits twice or thrice in the day with the 


liquid. 1 ſtrewed the whole ſurface of the 


ulcer with the powder above-mentioned, 
which, notwithſtanding the > apparently dead 


taken a-memorandum of the matter with an account of 
the book I had extracted it from, and the place where 
the remedy was ſaid to have been tried. But the loſs 


of my papers prevents me from gratifying the curioſity 
of my readers in thefe particulars, 
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lloughs upon it, was ſtill ſo active as to be 
ſenſibly, though not ſeverely felt. The pills 
with martial' lowers were at the ſame time 
taken freely, and that nothing might be 
otmitted from vrhich the leaſt advantage was 
to be expected, I adviſed my patient to go 
into the hemlock bath every other day, and 
to ſtay in it from half an hour to an hour. 
All my directions were punctually followed ; 
and there was ſo favourable an alteration in 
a ſhort time, that I was encouraged to per- 
ſevere in the ſame methods. In leſs than a 
month the {kin near the root of the penis 
had entirely recovered its life, and moſt of 
the livid appearances were vaniſhed. The 


floughs were in a great meaſure ſeparated, 


and the wound itſelf had a quick and lively 
aſpect. But it was impoſſible to prevent 
ſome of the blackeſt part of the ſkin, at the 
edges of the ſore on the upper part of the 
penis, from coming away in ſloughs, and 


thus enlarging the ſore. The powder now 


occaſioned 


1 
occaſioned a very conſiderable ſmart, from 


the wound being in a more ſenſible ſtate. 


This ſmart was very ſharp on the firſt appli- 
cation, but the violence of it ſoon abated, 
though it ſometimes continued troubleſome 


for an hour or two after the dreſſing. TI. 


obſerved alſo with chagrin, that as ſome parts 
of the ſore healed others grew worſe ; the 
ulcers ſtill continuing to corrode the under 


part of the glans and the corpora cavernoſa, 


ſo that my patient was obliged to compound 


with the loſs of a greater part of the penis 
than I at firſt hoped. However, by perſe- 
vering ſteadily in this courſe, the progreſs of 
the diſorder was gradually ſtopped, and the 
wounds were all healed in about two months 
from his firſt application to me. No ſooner 
was this effected, than my patient, to my 
_ great ſurprize, was ſeized with ſwellings and 
pains in the extremities, and venercal ulcers 
on the tonſils, which plainly indicated the 
communication of the original yirus over the 
whole 
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F 
whole habit. He had, indeed, complained of 
a ſoreneſs in his throat for about a fortnight 


before the cancerous ulcers were cloſed, but 
as there appeared nothing more upon inſpec- 
tion at that time, than an enlargement of the 


tonſils without any ulceration, I concluded 


that this appearance was owen to his having 
caught cold. But now the diſeaſe was 
manifeſt, and though the former copious ad- 
- miniſtration of mercury had failed in this 
caſe, yet I now judged. it neceſſary again to 
have recourſe to mercurial frictions, aided by 
the internal uſe of the ſublimate. I imagined 
alſo that the failure of this remedy in the firſt 
Inſtance had been owen to its not being brought 
ſufficiently into action, (a circumſtance which 
Jam apt to think occurs more frequently 
than is commonly ſuppoſed) I ordered- my 
patient tolive very freely during his courſe of 
, mercury, and gave him at the ſame time 
warm volatile medicines, to ſtimulate the 
vaſcular and muſcular ſyſtem of the body, 
: | and 


a 


WE . 
and thus increaſe the power of the mercury. 
I alſo took particular care by the uſe of the hot 
bath , and diuretic decoctions, and by ſuſ- 
pending occaſionally the uſe of the mercury 
for a day or two, to divert it from what ſeems 
its favourite channel, the ſalival glands. By 
theſe methods he was entirely cured of all his 
complaints i in about two months more, and 


is at this preſent time in the moſt perfe& 


health. 


This caſe ſeems to point out the following 


fingular circumſtance; that the cancerous 


ulcer ſucceeding to a venereal infection, is 
both independent of the original diſcaſe and 
connected with it. Independent with re- 
ſpe& to the mode of treatment, and yet con- 
nected with it ſo far as to imply that the 


* Not the tepid bath, which is uſually preſcribed 
in theſe caſes in what is called the Montpelier method, 
with intentions very different from mine, But my 
ſentiments on this head will be fully explained in ſome 
obſervations on the venereal diſeaſe, which I propoſe to 


offer to the public when they are collected and * 
into ſome kind of order. | 
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original virus is not yet deſtroyed but ſtill ex- 
| iſts in the habit. It appears to me, indeed, 
that this venereal cancer differs very little 


from. a complete ſphacelus of the part: and 
this idea may furniſh us with the reaſon why 
a continued uſe of mercury by breaking 
dovyn the texture of the blood, and relaxing 
all the ſolids, ſeems rather to aggravate than 
relieve this ſymptom of the venereal diſeaſe, 
if it may be ſo called. It is evident, indeed, 
that wherever there is a tendency to ſphacela- 
tion, it muſt unavoidably be encouraged by 
any medicine that produces ſuch effects as 
theſe in the animal cxconomy. 


I now proceed to ſpeak. of cancers of the 


womb, which I ſhall conſider in the claſs of 


ulcerated cancers, as I believe they generally 


are when they come under our notice. 
I have been conſulted only in four caſes of 
; the cancer of the uterus, and all of them in 
the moſt advanced ſtate, In two of them I 
did no good or very little ; in the other two 
1 gave 


1 „ 


Igave much relief, and in one of them pro- 
longed life with tolerable comfort for a con- 
fiderable time. This was the firſt caſe of the 
kind 1 was conſulted for; and as I have got 
Doctor Hunter's deſcription of the caſe by 
me, written by himſelf after his examination 
of the patient at my requeſt, before ſhe put 
herſelf under my care, I cannot do better 
* to give it in his own words. 


Nov. 14. 1773. a 
« This day, upon examining Mrs. one, 


3 
6e find little or no diſcharge, or offenſive 
« ſmell : ſo far ſhe is better than when I ex- 

t amined her laſt, about three or four months 
« ago, during which time ſhe has done no- 
thing but drink the decoR. ſarſaparillæ. 
e Her principal complaint at preſent is an 
« almoſt perpetual call to make water, with 
te an uneaſy urging preſſure downwards, 
« She has paſſed ſome ſmall gravel ; and her 
« urine depoſits large- quantities of very 
« tobgh lime. No hardneſs or tumour is to 
H « be 


* 
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be felt outwardly in the hypogaſtric re- 
gion; but on introducing the finger into 
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the vagina, I ſtill find what I ſhould ſup- 


poſe to be an incurable induration of all 


the parts at the upper end of the vagina, 
and which 1 ſhould ſuppoſe to be in a 
ſchirrhous ſtate that 1s introductory to ulce- 


ration and cancer. The hardneſs with in- 


equality of ſurface begins about half an- 


inch within the extremity of the urethra, 
and about half an inch more inwards 
ſtill, the vagina is contracted into a hard 


round ring, little larger than juſt to allow 


the laſt joint of my finger (which is ſmall) 


to paſs. The point of the finger meets 


there with a ſofter round piece of fleſh, 


probably a fungus; and the ring with all 


the parts ſurrounding it are ſo firmly fixed 


that a pretty firm preſſure gives them no 
motion, nor does it give her pain. This 
hard ring would naturally pals for the 


cc Og z 
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« os uteri, but I think it.is too near the ex- 


eternal parts to be any thing but vagina. 

, Such Was che ſtate of the caſe as given me 
by Doctor Hunter, to which I ſhall only add 
that this perpetual call to make water was 


the miſery of her life; ſo that ſhe ſcarce ever 
dared to go abroad, could not ſuffer the jolt- 
Ing of a coach, and was frequently ſcarce able to 
remain for one quarter of an hour together in 
the ſame poſture, When ſhe addreſſed herſelf to 


me to know whether I thought my medicines 


would be of any ſervice to her, I freely de- 
clared that it was a queſtion I could give no 
ſati factory anſwer to, not having experienced 
them in any caſe of the kind. Beſide, that 


they were caſes, which not admitting of any 


ſurgical operation, nor indeed of any immedi- 
ate topical application, except from injections, 
did not ſo commonly fall under the cogni- 
zance of the ſurgeon. That J could not, 


therefore, take upon me to promiſe her any 


relief, but that if the knowledge ſhe had of 
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_.. what T had done in other cancerous com- 
plü&uaints made her inclined to try the effect of 
my remedies, I could take upon me to aſſure 
her that they would at leaſt do her no burt, 
if they did her no good. She reſolved then to 
put herſelf under my care, and the method I 
purſued was to preſcribe my. pills, made 
with flores martiales, to order the hemlock 
bath, and to have an injection thrownup, com- 
poſed of a ſtrong decoction of hemlock and 
my liquid in equal parts; adding to or dimin- 
iſhing the quantity of the liquid as I found 
ſhe could bear it, She ſoon took twelve, 
fourteen, and ſometimes twenty pills in the 
courſe of the day, each containing ten grains, 
She went into the hemlock bath twice a week, 
and ſtaid in it from half an hour to an hour, 
and ſhe uſed the injection three or four times 
in the day. She ſoon grew better in health and 
freer from anxiety and unneafinefs, and 
when ſhe had perſevered in this method for 
three months ſhe found herſelf ſo much re- 
| covered, 
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covered, that ſhe could fit quietly i in company 5 
and play at cards as other people, undiſtur 


by thoſe frequent calls to make water whic] 
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had before been ſo troubleſome to her. She 8 : ; 
could alſo bear to go out in her coach, and 


in a word, was ſo materially mch that ſhe - 
conſidered herſelf as almoſt cured. Thou gh f 
I was far from entertaining ſuch ſanguine 
hopes, yet it is certain that the progreſs of the 
diſcaſe was ſo far checked, and the uneaſineſs 
of her ſituation ſo thoroughly removed, that 
the lived upwards of a year and a half after 
her firſt applying to me, ſeveral months of 
which period ſhe paſſed in great comfort and 
eaſe. She continued the bathing and pills 
during all the ſummer of the year 1774, and 
remamed tolerably well till the beginning of 
the year 1775. Her complaints began then to 
return, and continued in a greater or leſs de- 
gree till the time of her death; but they never 
toſe to ſuch a pitch as they were arrived at 
when ſhe firſt pie to me; fot in the few 
3 wes. 
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weeks before ber death ſhe ſuffered more 


from a continual hectic fever than rom her 
local complaints, though it muſt be owned 


theſe were likewiſe much exaſperated, parti- 


cularly the- 89 the uſed to Seeg of. in 
her back. 199873 ler e kin 

It is. r alſo to mention that upon 
the firſt return of her complaints I defired 
that Doctor Hunter might examine her again 
to aſcertain the ſtate of the parts. This he 
was ſo kind as to do, and to give me again 
the account in writing. But this laſt paper is 


among the many I have loſt, ſo that cannot 


even aſcertain the time when this examination 
W. de. To the beſt of my remembrance 
it was in the ſpring of the year 1775 and 
it is but juſt and candid to declare that the 
tenor of this laſt paper, as I have it from -my 
memory, ſignified that the Doctor found 


little or no alteration either for the better or 


the worſe in the ſtate of the parts ſince his 


laſt examination: ſo that, however the ſymp- 
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toms might have been relieved, the diſeaſe 


 ſeerms to have exiſted invariably the ſame.” 


Another caſe of a cancer in the womb to 


which I was called was that of a mantua- 
maker in Piccadilly. She appeared to me ſo 


near death when firſt I ſaw her, which was 


in the month of February, 1774, that I at- 


tempted to diſſuade her from doin g any thing, | 


But ſhe had been fo ſtrongly perſuaded of the 
relief I had afforded in the caſe above-men- 
tioned, and withal ſo totally overcome with 
pain, that ſhe conjured me to try what could 
be done. Her pain was conſtant, ſo that ſhe 
ſcarce got any reſt, even with large doſes of 
| | opium; the diſcharge from the uterus was pro- 
digious, conſtantly wetting through numbers 
of thick cloaths that were laid under, and fre- 


quently changed, to receive it, and was ſo in- 


tolerably offenſive that one could ſcarce bear 


the room. Add to this that the patient's 
ſtrength was totally exhauſted, and her com- 
plexion changed into a yellow cadaverous hue. 
wo H 4 I di- 


E 
1 directed her to go into the hemlock bath 
every other day, and to take the pills with 
flores martiales conſtantly and freely. De- 
plorable as this caſe ſeemed to be, I was 
- aſtoniſhed at the ſudden change produced in 
it. In three weeks time the patient's pains 
were ſo far leſſened, that ſhe ſlept comfortably 
with much leſs opium than ſhe had uſed be- 
fore in vain ; and her ſtrength was ſo far re- 
covered that ſhe could fit up beſt part of the 
day. The diſcharge was ſo amazingly re- 
duced in quantity, that it was not in the leaſt 
troubleſome to ber, and the ſmell of it was in- 
offenſive. Notwithſtanding theſe favourable 
- appearances, ſhe died after remaining for about 
four months in a languiſhing but quiet and 
calm ſtate, free from the violence of [thoſe 
ſymptoms that had excruciated her ſor ſo 


long a time before ſhe had applied to mg 


and which nothing ſhe had hitherto. tried 
could give the leaſt relief to. Although this 
caſe was ſo deſperate, chat it could not cer- 

tainly - 


WOW 
tanly howe been conſidered. as any impeach- 


ment df the method if no effect had been pro- 
duced by it, yet I cannot but be perſuaded 


that beſides the ſpeedy and unexpected alle- 


viation of all the ſymptoms, it contributed to 
allay the miſeries of this patient during the 


laſt months of her exiſtence, 
The third patient who put herſelf under 


for my own part I freely acknowledge that I 


do not think the received the leaſt benefit, It 
is neceſſary, however, to obſerve that her 


ſtomach. being very weak ſhe never took the 
martial flowers fo freely as tho other two. pa- 
| tients... | 

i he wiſ 'of a ſurgeon. i in the country, was 

| the ſubje& of the fourth caſe of the cancer of 

the uterus that fell under my notice. Though 


the patient was a young woman, yet her caſe 


-was as far advanced as that i in the ſecond 
| =" 6 inſtance, 


my care with this dreadful complaint was a 
lady of quality. The lady flattered herſelf 
that ſhe felt ſome degree of relief at firſt; but 
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inſtance, but in a different way. Being leſs 
corpulent the diſcharge was lefs, and leſs of- 
fenfive, - but the frequent and conſiderable 
loſſes of blood ſhe ſuſtained had reduced her 
to extreme emaciation and weakneſs, "The 
relief procured in this inſtance: was more 
marked than in the laſt, but not in the leaſt 
to be compared to what I had ſeen in the two 
firſt inſtances. My patient returned into the 
country, and died a little more than two 
months after ſhe had applied to me. 

It has often been obſerved, that our frequent 
fallures in the cure of the cancer of the breaſt, 
ariſe principally from the long concealment 
of this complaint, proceeding from the ill- 
judged and fatal modeſty of ſome women. 
The diſeaſe in ſome, thus becomes unfit for 
the operation, or too much fixed in the habit 
to be relieved by it. This baſhfulneſs muſt 
operate much more ſtrongly with women 
who are afflicted with a cancer of the womb; 
and how much more effectually muſt it pre- . 


1 —_ 
verit tie ſueceſs of any means that may be 
atterhpted to cure this too. common and too 
fatal diſorder of the fair ſex. Neither. indeed 
child women prevail upon chemſelves to diſ- 
cloſe theſe complaints in their eatlieſt ſtages, 
which'I am inclined to think they often do 
under the appearance of other diſorders; is 
there any determined criterion to aſſure the 


phyſician or ſurgeon of the nature of the diſ- 


eaſe. The maſt terrible cancers of the breaſt 


ſometimes proceed from almoſt imperceptible 


beginnings, or from ſmall ſchirthous tumours, 
which (hall have exiſted for many years in 
the body, without pain or trouble to the pa- 
tient. And it is reaſonable to preſume, that 
theſe uterine complaints may ariſe from the 


ſame imperceptible beginnings, and may alſo 


continue in the part for a long time before 
they exert their violence. I have heard many 
women complain of a pain in the back, 
which though not violent at firſt, and coming 
on ay at intervals, has been conſidered by 


them- 
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ede ind by the medical -peogls they 


conſulted, as rheumatiſm or gravel, and has 
been treated accordingly, or neglected as a 
ching not very violent and that would of itſelf 
wear off. This is ſometimes attended with 
a fluor albus, or what is commonly called the 


\ Whites, in which cafe_the'p pain in the back is 


often attributed to debility ariſing from the 


P diſcharge, I ſhrewdly ſuſpect theſe ſymp- 

_ toms, even when ſeparate, to indicate fre- 
_ quently the beginning of the cancer in utero, 
and when combined, more particularly ſo. 


It is neceſſary therefore when a female pa- 
tient complains of pain 'in the back to ex- 


amine carefully the nature and ſeat of the 


pain. If it be rheumatic, it will generally be 


| feated about the faſcia of the loins, it will be 


exaſperated by lying in bed, and more ſeverely 


felt upon firſt riſing froma recumbent poſture, 


and it will be alleviated by the neceſſary mo- 


tion and exerciſe of the day. If the pain proceed 


from urinary OI it will probably be 
| | ſeated | 
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ſeated higher up 3 in the loins, and will mon | 
properly be diſtinguiſhed by the other con- 
comitant ſymptoms of theſe affections, and 
by their yielding to the uſual remedies pre- | 
ſcribed in theſe caſes. But if the pain be of 
that pricking darting kind ſo peculiar to the 
- cancerous affection, if it be much aggravated 
by motion, and if it be- ſeated lower down 
than the fore-mentioned complaints, upon 
the os ſacrum, and particularly if it be attended 
with a diſcharge from the uterus, though 
ever ſo inoffenſive, we may have reaſon to 
ſuſpect an incipient, or perhaps a more ad- 
vanced ſtate of a ſchirrhous of the womb, If 
patients were examined in this early ſtate, by 
a @ ſkilful anatomiſt and an experienced and 

judicious man- mid wife, well verſed in the na- 

- tural feel of the parts, the true nature of the 
diſcaſe might perhaps be aſcertained. 

I have been more particular in endeavour- 

ung to trace the beginnings of theſe uterine 


affections from an ng that if they 
* could 
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could be dilcovered'3 in their early Nate, they 
would be much more likely to yield to he 
uſe of the hemlock bath, and the free admi- 
niſtration of the flores mattiales, joined with 


aſtringent injections, than other cancerous 
diſeaſes. Theſe expectations have been raiſed 
in me, not only by the experience of their 
effect in the preceding caſes, but alſo by the 
accidental diſcovery of the great effect of the 5 
flores martiales in the liberal doſes J have 
uſed them, in curing the fluor albus; a cir- 
cumſtance which I hinted at in the former 
part of this work. I am not ignorant that this 
medicine has been preſcribed by many per- 
ſons in this common but troubleſome diſtem- 
per; but it has been uſed in ſuch ſparing 
doſes, that its great and peculiar efficacy has 
vot been aſcertained. A phyſician of great 
learning and eminence to whom I had fre- 
quently communicated my thoughts on this 
ſubject, aſſured me that he had not met with 
any diſeaſe more rebellious than this. He 
bs | alſo 
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alſo informed me that he had found the flores 
| martiales the moſt effectual remedy againſt 


it, but having never given it in ſuch” liberal 
doſes as are mentioned in this performance, 


this may have been the reaſon of his not hav- 


ing ſucceeded ſo fully as he might probably 


have done. My experience of it, indeed, is 


only accidental, and therefore not extenſive, 
| becauſe theſe caſes fall uſually under the no- 
tice of the phyſician, and belong properly 
to his province. Some few of my cance- 


rous patients have informed me of their 
being completely cured of the whites while 


they were taking the martial flowers for their 
other complaints. One of them, I afterwards 
was informed, had had this diſcharge to a 


moſt violent degree, and had previouſly taken ; 


a number of medicines for it without the leaſt. 


effect. This circumſtance haſted me to try 


it in ſome caſes of obſtinate gleets in men, in 

which I have moſt, frequently found it effec- 

tual, though not univerſally ſo. This may 

perhaps be accounted for, from the difficulty 
of 
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ol prevailing upon men who are always run- 
ing about to confine themſelves to a ſteady 
perſeverance in ſwallowing a great number of 
pills every day. | 

Before I cloſe this part of the work 3 1 0 

ing ulcerated cancers, it will not be improper 
to give the preſcription for making the liquid 
ſo frequently mentioned, as it is to be found in 
the writer from whom I took it ®, with a 
ſhort account of the performance that con- 
tains it. The pamphlet was publiſhed: in 
Latin, at Vienna, in 1767, and is written by 
Francis Xaverius de Mare, who ſtiles him- 
ſelf Doctor of philoſophy and phyſic. The 


When I firſt uſed this liquid, I had not the origi- 
nal book in which the preſcription is; but copied it from 
a periodical work in which it was tranſcribed, and 
which Doctor Garthſhore (the perſon from whom 
Doctor Morris had received his information concern- 
ing it) was ſo obliging to lend me for that purpoſe; 
A conſiderable time after this I had the original work 
imported from Vienna, being very deſirous to ſee the 
whole of a performance from part of which T bad 
3 ſuch advantage. 


title 
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title of the book is, Tractatus Medico chirurs 
cicbcbemicus, de cancro et ſpina ventoſa cus 
rabilibus per medicamentum ha#enus Reer 
tum, nunc communicatum. 

From this title we ſee that the writer ap- 


plies his liquid to the cure of the ſpina ventoſa; 


as well as of the cancer. The account he gives 
of the nature and progreſs of theſe diſorders 
does not, however, contain any thing new 
or worthy of remark. There are only four 
caſes adduced in ſupport of the utility of its 
application, and three: of theſe appear to be 
ſcrophulous, though he calls one a ſpina ven- 
toſa. His directions for applying the liquid, 
are to ſmeer the edges of the ſores and all the 


indurated parts with it, by means of a pencil 


bruſh three or four times in the day, and to 
ſuffer the part to remain expoſed to the air 
till the liquid dries upon it; fo that he has not 
uſed it near ſo liberally, as | have done fince, 
His mode of preparing it I ſhall give in his 
own words: Ri. Ramentor, - ferci lotor. et 


as | ſupra 
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ſupra ignem in vaſe aperto ſiccatorum & 
- minutiflime contuſorum; ſalis armoniaci in 


pulverem redacti aa unc. iv. Mixta dentur in 
retortam terream optime in fundo et circum- 
ferentia lege artis munitam, imponatur hæc 
capellæ, admoveatur vas vitreum recipiens, 
quod bene lutetur: detur ignis in gradu di- 
geſtionis, & dum retorta calefieri incipit; au- 
geatur ſucceſſivè ad ſublimationis, finitaque 
ſublimatione ad calcinationis gradum. Hoc 
facto ſucceſſive refrigerationi committatur 


retorta, et ex refrigerata fractaque accipiatur 


calcinatum in fundo hærens, caput mortuum 
teratur, et ſubigatur minutiſſimè in mortario 
la pideo, dein ſubactum imponatur in vas vi- 


treum et affundantur ſpiritus vini rectifica- 


tiſſimi Empyteumaticum odorem non redo- 
lentis Ibij. Agitentur ſæpius primis octo horis: 


poſt viginti quatuor horas agitatis denuo inſtil 
letur tribus quatuorve interſtitiis obſervatis; 


acerrimi, ut vulgo vocatur, olei vitrioli nigri 
unc. i—ad quamvis inſtillationem ſemper 


mixta 


1 

mixta agitando; deinde in quiete permittan- 
tur per viginti quatuor horas, his elapſis de- 
cantetur tinctura, reſiduo vero in fundo affun- 
dantur prioris ſpiritus vini Ibij. Agitentur ite- 
rum plpries, dein extractio de novo relinqua- 
tur per viginti quatuor horas; his tranſactis 
inſtilletur iterum, ut prius, olei vitrioli ſupra- 
dicti unc: 1. Efferveſcentia finita vero infun- 
dantur ſpiritus tartari ſimplicis unc. iv. 
Agitentur et finita agitatione aliquoties re- 
petita relinquantur in vaſe per viginti quatuor 
horas; his elapſis ſecunda hee ſolutio miſ- 
ceatur priori decantatæ, et optime ſimul agi- 
tentur, tunc parata eſt ad uſum PAN AcRA 
NOSTRA ANT I- CAN ROSA. 

This is a very elaborate: proceſs, and it is 
evident that a tincture of the ſame properties 
might be made with much leſs trouble. But 
I choſe not to depart from the preſcription, 
and uſed it juſt as it is here ſet down. I 
varied it afterwards by omitting the oil of 
vitriol and the oil of tartar, where J did not 

12 think 
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think them neceſſary. a My firſt motive, 
indeed, for employing it was the ſalt am- 
moniac uſed in it, but J am ſince convinced 
that the addition of the ſteel has a very 
conſiderable ſhare in its virtues. Perhaps 
ſome may think that its effects depend 
entirely upon this laſt ſubſtance, that there is 
little of the ſalt ammoniac in the tincture, and 
that the only uſe of this ſalt in the proceſs is 
to extract a greater proportionof the iron. How- 
ever this may be, it is certain that this liquid, 
or one of a ſimilar kind, is likely to prove a 
very ſerviceable topic, the uſe of which may 
hereafter be extended. For beſides the evi- 
dent advantages obtained from it in the firſt 
caſe deſcribed in this work, I have found it 
very uſeful in diffipating recent ſchirrhous tu- 
mours, as will be ſhewn hereafter ; in reſolv- 
ing cancerous indurations or checking their 
progreſs; and in alleviating the darting pain 
of the ſchirrhus. It is alſo uſeful in ſoftening 


the callous edges of ulcers and in ſtopping 
the 
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the advances of putrefaction, as in the in- 
| ſtance before adduced of the cancerous ulcer 
of the penis; and in another of a very large 
and moſt alarming anthrax or carbuncle be- 
tween the ſhoulders, where it was uſed with 
remarkable ſucceſs. But there is another diſ- 
eaſe which 1s frequently very troubleſome, 
and againſt which this liquid ſeems to act 
with peculiar efficacy, this is, venereal warts. 
I never knew it fail in this complaint; but as 
it is a very common one, and often relieved 
byother means, I (hall only adduce one inſtance 
of this kind, becauſe it is of ſuch a nature that 
it ſeems to put the ſuperiority of this appli- 
cation in this caſe beyond a doubt, 

In the year 1774 a young man applied to 
me who had been in St. Thomas's hoſpital 
with a confirmed lues. When he came to me, 
all his glans penis was totally ſurrounded and 


covered with warts, ſo that it exhibited the 
appearance of a cauliflower. Theſe warts 


were extremely painful, and fo large that he 
= could 


5 L 


could not bring the prepuce over them. 
Having been under very ſkilful hands, every 

known method had been tried to cure kim of 
this diſagreeable complaint. He had been 
ſalivated, the warts had been fumigated with 
cinnabar, cauſtics both mercurial and others 
had been applied, but with no ſucceſs. They 
had alſo been cut off cloſe to their baſe, and 
notwithſtanding every precaution taken ta 
keep them down afterwards, they ſtill ſprout- 
ed afreſh, and grew to their former ſize, ſo 
that they were deemed incurable. I was 
very careful in inquiring what had been done 
for him, and he being an intelligent lad, gave 
me full information, for not having tried the 
liquid: in theſe cafes, I knew nothing of its 
effect, and intended therefore to try the Sa» 
vin powder with him, till he aſſured me 
that had alſo been uſed to no purpoſe. I 
then reſolved to try the liquid, which was 
applied by dipping a pencil bruſh into it, 
and touching all the warts, leaving them ex- 


poſed 
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poſed to the air till they became dry. But 
the warts were at firſt ſo exquiſitely ſenſible, 
that he could not bear the pungency of the 5 
liquid. In order, therefore, to remove this 
tenderneſs of the parts, I gave him ſome ex, 
preſſed juice of hemlock, with which I di- 
rected him to waſh the warts frequently in 
the courſe of the day. This ſucceeded to 
my wiſhes, ſo that in a few days he was 
able to bear the liquid, which in about fix 
weeks entirely removed all his warts, and 
that with very little pain. When I have uſed 
this liquid ſince in caſes of this kind where 
the warts were not painful, I have directed it 
to be applied with the end of a tooth- pick or 
pen dipped in it, and preſſed on the ſurface of 


the warts, ſo as to make ſome imprefſion 
upon them, 
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PART . 


Of the Treatment of Schirrhous Tumours or 
Occult Cancers. | 


NOW proceed to communicate the me- 
thods I have uſed in the treatment of 
ſchirthous tumours, and give an account of 
the good or bad ſucceſs that has attended 
them. In doing this it may not be improper 
to obſerve that 1 ſhall have occaſion to men- 
tion three caſes of recent indurations imme- 
diately conſequent upon the milk abſceſs of | 
the breaſt, but as I treated them in a different 
manner from that in which 1 uſually treat 
theſe laſt complaints, and, indeed, was obliged 
to treat them differently, I think myſelf au- 
thorized to conſider them as incipient ſchirr- 
| hous tumours, | 
The firſt caſe of the ſchirrhus that pre- 
ſented itſelf was that of M. Perrin, an old 


woman between fifty and ſixty, who, in the 
year 
ſe 
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year 1772, was made an out patient in the 
hoſpital, under my care. The late Doctor 
Brickenden had for a conſiderable time tried 
ſeveral things to relieve her with no effect. 
She had been troubled for ſome years with two 
ſchirrhous tumours in the left breaſt, which, 
when ſhe applied to me, were both very large 
and hard, one of them as big as my fiſt, and 
which had latterly become very painful. Both 
the tumours were looſe, but the largeſt of 
them formed an angular projection, which 
was near the ſurface of the ſkin, and ap- 
peared likely to adhere to it at that ſpot. This 
woman never did any thing more than take 
the flores martiales very freely, and apply 
to the tumours a large piece of doubled linen 
dipped in the liquid, which ſhe renewed ſe- 
yeral times in the day. She certainly uſed 
this liquid more freely than any other 
patient who ever tried it, for her ſkin not be- 
ing tender ſhe was able to bear it much bet- 
ter. Add to this, that in a few months ſhe 


found 
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found herſelf ſo much relieved from tlie pain 
of the diſeaſe, that ſhe paid little attention to 
the ſmart of af application from which ſhe 
experienced ſo much benefit. She perſevered 


with great reſolution, and with very little in- 


termiſſion in the uſe of theſe remedies for up- 
wards of a twelvemonth; at which time the 


was entirely free from any kind of pain; and 


„ 


in every reſpect, that they were reduced to 
much lets than a fourth part of their former 
ſize. The leaſt tumour was, indeed, ſcarce 
perceptible; and the largeſt was almoſt flat, 
and was divided by ſeveral chops or fiſſures 


under the ſkin, which made it feel as if it 


were cracking to pieces. The angular pro- 
jection was removed from the {kin, to which 
there was now no danger of an adheſion be- 


ing formed; and the tumour was fo rematk- 


ably ſoftened that it felt rather like a piece of 


wet and rumpled rag in the bieaſt than like 
an indurated gland, It was pleaſant to ſee 


how 
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how evidently this woman recovered her 
health, which was in a very languid ſtate 
when ſhe firſt applied to me; and how lively 
and full of ſpirits ſhe became; an effect 
which I have always obſerved to follow 
whenever the martial flowers were taken 
freely for any length of time, But this was 
all the advantage I was able to gain in the 
caſe ; it was never poſſible for me to diſſolve 
the tumours entirely: they remained in the 
ſame indolent and quiet ſtate till the time 
of her death, which happened about two 
years after this, from an illneſs totally inde- 
pendent of the complaint, She had, indeed, 
done nothing for a conſiderable time before 


he died, except that ſhe uſed the liquid now 


and then, which ſeemed to contribute to keep 
the part in the ſame ſtate it was in, a little 
more than a year after ſhe began the proceſs. 
Mrs. H. aged 3o, applied to me on the 
19th of October, 1773. She had been 
ſeized with a fever nine days after her lying- 
in. 
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in. This brought on an abſceſs in the left 
breaſt, which got well in about a fortnight, 
and when the diſcharge was nearly ſtopped, 
ſhe found a ſwelling come on in the right 
breaſt. It was then very painful and much 
ſwelled even under the arm-pit. Linſeed and 
bread and milk poultices had been affiduouſly 
applied for more than two months, which 
though they alleviated the pain, yet ſtill the 
ſwelling remained invariably the ſame. When 
I examined her, there was an oblong indu- 
rated tumour, very hard to the touch, about 
four inches in length, and extending acroſs 
the nipple. Imagining this to be a milk 
breaſt, I tried at firſt the application I com- 
monly uſed in thoſe cafes, and of which an 
account ſhall be given in the third part of 
this work, It was continued more than a 
fortnight without producing any ſenſible 
effect. But as it was not uſual with me to 
' fee that application perſiſted in fo long in 
milk breaſts, without perceiving ſome altera- 

ee 
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tion, I ſupplied my patient with ſome of the 
liquid before deſcribed, directing her to dip 
a double rag in it and lay it all over the tu- 


mour, and to wet the rag as often in the day 
as the ſkin would bear it; taking the precau- 
tion of guarding the nipple either with a 
Piece of dry lint or a pledget of ſome ſoft 
ointment, leſt the liquor ſhould excoriate it. 
In a few days the tumour began inſenſibly to 
melt away, and in leſs than three weeks had 
totally diſappeared, | 

Ann Highland, aged 29, came into the 
hoſpital in the year 1773 with a large indu- 
rated tumour in the breaſt, eleven months 
after giving ſuck to two children. In the 
beginning of the eleventh month the children 
were ſeized with the ſmall pox. Soon after 
this ſhe perceived a ſwelling in her breaſt, 
which in three weeks burſt into five different 
apertures, and diſcharged a ſmall quantity of 


matter. She uſed a bread and milk poultice 


for more than two months without effect, 


before 
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before ſhe applied to me. When I ſaw her, 


all the original orifices were ſtill open, and 
there was a large indurated gland in the 
midſt of the breaſt : there was alſo a ſwelled 
gland under the arm- pit. She ſuffered ex- 
tremely with the pain of this complaint, 
which ſhe deſcribed as of the pricking, dart- 
ing kind. The ſores were all ſloughy and of 
a purple hue, Though it be frequent to ſee 
the ſores have an ill-conditioned aſpect in 
milk-breaſts, that are treated with bread and 
milk poultices, yet I never ſaw any of them 
with ſo very bad a look as theſe, ſo that, indeed, 
I was alarmed at the appearance, Whether 
this circumſtance were owen to the virus of 
the ſmall-pox I cannot determine, It induced 
me, however, not to conſider. this as a mere 
milk breaſt, more eſpecially as the complaint 
had come on ſo long after lying-in, and 1 
therefore directed the patient to uſe the liquid 
as the former had done, not even covering 
the ſores with any thing elſe. This applica- 


tion 
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tian was renewed five or ſix times in the day, as 


often as ſhe could bear it, for it ſmarted much 


on being firſt applied, and the ſmart laſted 
| about an hour, In a few days ſhe found 


much relief from the pain; and the firſt and 


almoſt immediate effect of the application 
was, that the milk flowed plentifully with the 
matter from all the ſores, and from the nip- 
ple. In a ſhort time the ſores were all healed; 
and in a month the enlargement of the gland 
under the arm-pit was diſperſed ; and the 
large ſwelling itſelf conſiderably diminiſhed, 
This induration howeyer ſtill ſubſiſted, but 
as ſhe was now entirely free from pain and 
deſirous of returning to her family, ſhe went 
out of the hoſpital, and by perſevering in the 
uſe of the liquid fix weeks lopger was per- 
fectly cured. The free diſcharge of milk 
occaſioned by the firſt application of the liquid 
in this caſe, indicated that there was a coa- 
gulation of that fluid attending this complaint. 
But the ſymptoms above deſcribed, the form 

of 


— 


— uw 


ry 
24 4 
1 
2. N. 
Wig 
7 
* 
"v8 
5 344 
A N j 
187 
TY 
Val 
1 . 
' * 
„„ 
Wl 
wh 
* "* 2 
4-53.08 
a 4 
7 
1 4 
oi 
1 
: 7 * 
KN 
of Tt © . 
8 "2 
+ 4 
127 * p 
Wet 
#& 
= 
=— * 
of ; 
, i 
- 77 
"> 
4 
wt 
6 #4 
qi 11 
74 
* 
4 
"s 
"+ 
- 
01 
1 kl 
„ 
ml 
+. 
; \ Wl 
; 22 
Pos 
my. 
\#&: 4 
#4 v4 
«+. 
2 
Pp FL. 4 
+, 2442088 
i * 
1 
N. 
3 
4 4 
« 7 


* 
i 
1 
91 
145 
* 


18 

of the tumour; the looſeneſs of the cellular 
ſubſtance of the breaſt, which in this caſe was 
entirely free from induration, and the con- 
tinuance of the pain, though a free iſſue was 
given to the matter by five openings (a cir- 
cumſtance which uſually procures eaſe in 
milk breaſts) and the time, near three months, 
employed in getting rid of the diſorder, in- 
duce me to think that it partook more of the 
nature of a recent ſchirrhous tumour. 

Mrs. B. aged 30, applied to me at the 
deſire of Mr. Jarvis, the ſurgeon, on the 
11th of November, 1773. She had lain in 
ſix months before. A fortnight after her 
lying-in ſhe had her right breaſt diſordered 
from a coagulation of the milk, This com- 

plaint laſted about two months, and as that 
breaſt got well a hardneſs was formed in the 
other, which ſuppurated and diſcharged a 
oreat quantity of matter. The wounds healed, 
but left an indurated tumour, which ſome- 
times partly diſappeared and came again. 


It 
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It returned about two months before ſhe ap- 


plied to me, burſting again, but the wound had 
been cloſed about a fortnight before. When L 
ſaw her, there was a conſiderable induration 
extending almoſt over the whole breaſt. It 
was hard to the touch, in ſome parts une- 
qual, and attended with much pricking dart- 
ing pain at intervals, This was treated as 
the former caſe. The pain ſoon went off, and 
the tumour leſſened, but it was near four 
months before it was completely diſſolved. 

In the month of May, 1774, I was con- 
ſulted by an eminent and learned phyſician 
on account of his lady, who was afflicted 
with a ſchirthous tumour of conſiderable 
ſtanding. Upon examining the part, I found 
the ſwelling remarkably hard and ſtony, 
and ſo large that it occupied almoſt the whole 
breaſt, and extended towards the arm-pit. 
The pain was very acute, and, indeed, ſhe 


- * complained cf. wandering pains. over the” 


whole body, which made her life very un- 


K comfortable. 
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comfortable. About the middle of the tu- 
mour towards the nipple, the ſkin adhered 
to the ſurface, and was already diſco- 
loured, ſo that this ſchirthus would certainly 
have burſt very ſoon and have become an 
ulcerated cancer. I acquainted the phyſician 
with every thing I had already done in theſe 
complaints, and with the methods I intended 
to purſue with his lady, merely in the view 
to give eaſe, check the progreſs of the diſorder, 
and prevent the tumour from ulcerating, 
which was all I expected to do in this caſe. 
He approved of my plan; and accordingly 
the patient was put into the hemlock bath, 
| ſhe took the flores mattiales as freely as ſhe 
could, and applied the liquid externally. 
Every advantage we had promiſed to our- 
ſelves was obtained. The patient was much 

relieved from pain, the tumour was ſoftened 
and diminiſhed in fize, and it was kept from 
| burſting, which it moſt probably would have 
done in the courſe of a few weeks. This 


amend- 
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amendment continued a longer time than we 
had any reaſon to expect from the ſtate of 
the diſeaſe and the age of the patient. In 
a word, from the time the relief began to be 
apparent, which was after perſevering about 
three or four months in the methods pre- 
ſcribed, ſhe remained upwards of a year in 
a very tolerable ſtate. 
autuinn or beginning of the winter 1775 that 
her pains ſeemed' to return with more vio- 
lence than ſhe had felt them for ſome time. 
The tumour, however, was not yet burſt, but 
there now appeared a veſicie of blood imme- 
diately under the cuticle which ſeemed once 
more ready to make an opening. Upon 
conſidering the alteration made in the 
' tumour, which was much diminiſhed from 
its former ſize, I ventured to accelerate the 
burſting of the cuticle, and therefore emptied 
the veſicle of blood by paſſing a lancet into 
it, in order to try, whether by the uſe of the 
arſenical cauſtic, applied with ſuch a pro- 
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portion of opium as not to make it a& with 
violence, I might be ſo happy as gradually to 
remove the whole of the tumour. But 
whether the ſtate of the diſeaſe would not ad- 
mit of this method of treatment, or whether 
muy patients age was unable to bear the la- 
bour of ſuch an operation, I cannot take upon 
me to determine. It is certain, however, 
that ſhe fell a victim to the diſorder in the 
beginning of the year 1776. Uh 

While I was attending this lady one of 
the ſervants in the family applied to me with 
a recent ſchirrhous tumour in the breaſt, at- 
tended with frequent pain. This was removed 
in a ſhort time merely by the application of 
the liquid. 

In the number of ſchirchous caſes I have 
attended there are ſeveral, the progreſs of 
which has been checked in as evident a man- 
ner as in the preceding caſe, This has been 
remarkable in one very deplorable inſtance of 
the kind. There is a ſpecies of ſchirrhus, 

N which 


31 
which ſeems not ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed by 
writers on this ſubject, and may be well ſtiled 


— 


the true occult cancer; is more malignant in 

its nature, more terrible in its effects, more 

rapid in its progreſs, and more certainly fatal 

than any other. Whether it may differ in its 
nature from other cancers I cannot tell, but 
I rather imagine that its peculiar malignancy 
ariſes from its ſeizing upon a large portion of 
the animal machine at once; and not advanc- 
ing by flow degrees, and from almoſt imper- 
ceptible beginnings, as the more frequentindo- 


lent ſchirrhus or creeping cancer does. One 


of the diſtinguiſhing marks, indeed, of this 
diſeaſe is the whole ſubſtance of the breaſt 
being ſuddenly attacked with a ſtony and 
almoſt unmoveable hardneſs. The diſeaſe 
is ſometimes confined to this part at firſt, 
ſometimes extends to the arm-pit, the neigh- 
bouripg ribs, the clavicle itſelf, and the glands 
of the neck. The pain of the diſeaſe is ex- 
N ſcarce to be moderated by the moſt 
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3 opiates, and the patients deſcribe it 
as the conſtant gnawing of dogs. I cannot 
avoid taking notice that in the few women 
I have ſeen tortured with this diſeaſe, I have 
obſerved that, the pores of the ſkin were un- 
commonly, large, of which I have certified 
myſelf more particulacly. by looking at the 
part with a good lens, and comparing the 
appearances with thoſe of the cancerous 
affection in other ſkins, the texture of which 
ſeemed more fitm and compact. This cir- 
cCumſtance, if upon examination it ſhould ap- 
Pear to others as it did to me, may poſſibly 
be admitted in collateral ſapport of the con- 
jecture ventured in the preceding pages, that 
the cancer may proceed from the introduction 
of inſects or their germina through the pores 
of the ſkin. However this may be, it is a 
fact, that I never ſaw any of theſe dreadful 
caſes relieved by any method hitherto pur- | 
ſued. * Even the operation, though practiſed 
at the-moſt early period, and before the diſ- 

eaſe 
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caſe ; uppecred to haye extended itſelf beyand* 
the part, has neyer ſucceeded in theſe caſes to 
my knowledge. The fate of the patient, 
indeed, is in general ſoon decided. From 
fix weeks to two or three months, or at moſt, 
fix, are generally the limits of, it. 

I was called to a lady with one 4 theſe 


occult cancers. in the year 1774. Beſides 


the whole breaſt being indurated in the man- 
ner before deſcribed, there was a ſchirrhus 
gland lying deep in the arm-pit, which occa- 
ſioned the arm to ſwell, though the diſeaſe 
was very recent; and there was alſo an indy» 
rated fixed tumour above the clavicle. A 


practice had ſeen. this caſe a fe days before 
me. He yas too well acquainted with the 
fatal prognoſtic; of this diſeaſe, which he 
thought would terminate in 2 few weeks, 


not to give warning of it to the patient's 


friends. But even in this tertible caſe the 


Nein was evidently diminiſhed by the hemlock 
K 4 


bath, 


ſyrgeon of remarkable ſagacity and extenſive 
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| l 136 J HOES 
bath, and the rapid progreſs of it ſeemed for 
4 while to be checked. - But theſe deceitful 
hopes did not laſt long, for ſhe died about 
ſeven months after ſhe had been under my 
Care. | 
Upon examining the body after death, the 
_ breaſt was found ſtrongly adhering to the 
ribs, ſome of which were carious. The can- 
cer had even penetrated the cavity of the 
thorax,” and affected the internal ſurface of 
the pleura. Moſt of the clavicle was totally 
rotten and fell to pieces upon the touch, be- 
ſides which there was a large cancerous gland 
in the groin on the oppoſite ſide to that 
where the breaſt was affected. The ſtench 
too was almoſt intolerable, though it had 
been very trifling while the patient lived, and 
that no kind of ſmell was perceived till near 
the period of her exiſtence. | 
One remarkable effect happened, which I 
ſhall here take the opportunity of mention- 
ing, and which I attribute to the hemlock 
bath, 


E 
bath. It was obſerved only in this and two 
other caſes, where the diſeaſe was very exten 


five. I mean the formation of an abſcels, 


ſome few months after the bath had been 
uſed. In the fore- mentioned caſe the abſceſs 


was formed in the fore-arm of the diſeaſed 
ſide; in another, under the arm- pit of the 
oppoſite ſide, and in the third in the groin of 
the oppoſite ſide. From theſe circumſtances 
and the large ſuppurations brought on by this 
bath in two of the caſes of ulcerated cancers 
before- mentioned, we may preſume that the 
quantity of hemlock abſorbed by this mode of 
introducing it in the habit, muſt neceſſarily 
quicken the circulation, and put all the fluids 
in agitation, by which means theſe ſuppura- 
tions are probably brought on. It may be ob- 
ſerved, by the way, that theſe effects ſeem 
very contrary to paralytic affections, which 
ſome learned men think the hemlock has a 
tendency to produce. For my own part, in 

all the numerous inſtances in which I have 
employ- 
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employed this plant, and in the free uſe I 
bave made of it, I never yet obſerved any pa- 
ralytic ſymptom to ariſe from it, nor, indeed, 
any other bad ſymptom, unleſs theſe ſuppu- 
rations ſhould be deemed ſo, which however 
it muſt be remarked, healed very kindly after 
having been opened, notwithſtanding the can- 
cerous diſeaſe prevailing in the habit, 

Finding many of theſe ſchirrhous caſes obs 
ſtinately reſiſt every method employed for 
their cure, though they were moſt of them 
relieved, I was induced to try the effect of an 
arſenical plaiſter to them, encouraged by the 
evident advantages I had ſeen to reſult from 
the external uſe of the arſenic in cancerous 
ulcers. For this purpoſe I'choſe to employ 
the mildeſt preparation I had of ghis mineral, 
and therefore had ſome of the yellow pow- 
der, deſcribed in the former part of this work, 
mixed with ſuet and other ingredients to the 
conſiſtence of a pretty ſoft plaiſter. The pre- 
- paration itſelf was mild, as we ſee it contained 
no 
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no more than one grain of e to four of 
ſulphur, and that ſo much weakened by this 
combination, that it has been obſerved I had 
given internally a quantity of this powder, 
containing five grains of the arſenic, with 
greater ſecurity than I could give one grain 
and a half of the crude mineral. Beſides this, 
the preparation would be till weakened by 
the addition of the ingredients neceſſary to 


form j it into a plaiſter, ſo that I had not the 


leaſt reaſon to ſuſpe& this application would 
be attended with any bad conſequence. Nei- 
ther, indeed, do I think it would, had it not 
been for an accidental circumſtance, which I 
confeſs I did not foreſee. This plaiſter Was 
applied to ſix different patients at the ſame 
time, and in a little while the ſchirchous tu- 
mours afforded ſuch evident marks of dimi- 
nution, that I had every reaſon to be ſatisfied 
with my baving thought of this application. 
I afterwards tried it in another caſe, where 


my patient was at the ſame time uſing the 


hemlock 
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hemlock bath. But here ſome paralytic 
ſymptoms began to ſhew themſelves ſo im- 
perceptibly at firſt, that I was not aware of the 
danger till it increaſed beyond the power of 
relief. I could ſcarce perſuade myſelf that 
ſuch an effect could be produced by this mild 
arſenical plaiſter, till another patient who had 
applied it for ſome months with great hopes 
without uſing the bath, was at length ſeized 
with very diſagrecable | complaints in the 
bowels, upon going into the bath, while ſhe 
uſed the arſenical plaiſter. She was, however, 
relieved from this attack, but theſe inſtances 
convinced me that the warm water, by open- 
ing the pores, had occaſioned too great an 

abſorption of the arſenic, and had perhaps 
contributed to ſeparate it from the ſulphur ; 

without which proceſs I preſume theſe ſymp- 
toms could not have been brought about. 
However this may be, though my other pa- 
tients who uſed the ſame application, and did 
not go into the warm bath, had not ſuffered 


any 


T WET ; 


2 


3 n . ; 
any diſagreeable ſymptom, and that I had 
every reaſon to wiſh to continue it with them, 
yet I determined to lay it aſide, fearing leſt 
ſome accidental circumſtance, which it was 


impoſſible for me to foreſee, might ſepa- 


rate the arſenic from the ſulphur, or en- 
courage a too liberal abſorption of it, I 
therefore immediately collected from my ſe- 
veral patients all that remained of this acſeni- 
cal plaiſter, and threw it away, determined 
never to uſe it more. | 

In one of the ſchirthous tumours, in which 
T had tried the fore-mentioned methods with- 
out ſucceſs, I reſolved to attempt the extirpa- 
tion of it by the arſenical cauſtic. My pa- 
tient was extremely timorous, and would by 
no means be perſuaded to ſubmit to the ope- 
ration by the knife. She had a very hard 
ſtubborn ſchirrhus in the right breaſt juſt 


above the nipple, of the ſize of a ſmall apple, 


and beyond this a ſmall indurated gland un- 


der the axilla. The arſenical preparation I 
| uſed 
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f 1 
uſed in this caſe was compoſed of one third 
of antimony and two thirds of white arſenic 
fuſed together. This being reduced into im- 
palpable powder, a few grains of it were 
mixed with as much powdered opium. But 


| : | 
as the ſkin was entire, and as I knew the 


arſenic would not act through the cuticle ; 
the day before this powder was applied I 
rubbed the whole ſurface of the gland gently 
with the lunar cauſtic *. By this contrivance 
the 
I did not know whether Plunket's powder acted 
through the cuticle, or whether he had ſome method of 
ſeparating this part, in order to make way for the 
action of the arſenic, But I am inclined to think that 
this effect is produced in his powder by the crows 
foot, which is ſaid to enter into its compoſition, and 
which is a very acrid and pungent plant. My method 
will perhaps be thought preferable, as the- touching 
the entire ſkin with lunar cauſtic is not painful, 
whereas the action of ſo irritating a vegetable I ſhould 
imagine muſt add conſiderably to the pain of the ap- 
plication. On the other hand, I believe Plunket's 
powder is quicker in its action than this preparation, 
becauſe in his, the arſenic and ſulphur, though uſed 
in equal quantities, are incorporated in their crude 
| ſtate 

* 


[ 43 J 
che cuticle was eaſily ſeparated next day, 
hen mixing a ſmall quantity of the powder 
with part of the yolk of an egg, ſo as to bring 
it to the conſiſtence of an ointment, I ſpread 
this upon a pledget cut to the ſize of the gland, 
and applied it to the whole ſurface. The 
-pain was very great for the firſt four and 
twenty hours, but after that ſubſided. I left 
this firſt dreſſing on for ſeveral days, when 
ſeeing it ready to drop off I removed it, and 
found that all that part of the ſkin on which 
the cauſtic had been applied was cracking all 
round and the tumour beginning to ſeparate. 
In expeRation of facilitating this ſeparation 1 
made a few ſcarifications on the deſtroyed 
ſurface, and filled the crevices with more of 
the powder, applying over it a pledget of the 
ſame kind as the former. But this ſecond ap- 
plication did not as I imagine produce any 
effect, for it cauſed no pain. I then waited 
ſtate by mixing them in a mortar, without being ex- 


poſed to the action of fire, as the arſenic and antimony 
are in my preparation, 
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a few days to obſerve what would happen. 
The ſeparation began to take place more 
evidently at the edges, which now looked 
florid, though the tumour did not yet ſeem 
ready to come away. To haſten this event, 
I judged it proper to put ſome of the powder 
all round the ſeparating edges, and as low 
down as it could be inſinuated between the 
diſeaſed gland and the ſound ſkin. I ſoon 
found that this contrivance had its effect, for 
the pain it occaſioned was more violent than 

that produced by the firſt drefling. I was, 
however, obliged to repeat the application of 
the powder to different parts of the edges at 
intervals, but never in ſo large a quantity as 
before. By this method the ſeparation of the 
tumour was effected in little more than two 
months, and the gland came out entire as a 
nut out of its ſhell, or as if it had been cleanly 
diſſected with a knife. The ſmall gland 
under the arm- pit I had put nothing to, think- 
ing it would diſſolve by the ſuppuration of the 
larger 


1 

larger one, but in this I was miſtaking. It 
fill remained, but this circumſtance did not 
prevent the wound made by the ſeparation of 
the larger gland from healing very faſt after 
it had come out. Seeing the ſmall gland ſtill 
exit after the healing of the wound contrary 
to my expectations, I was very ſorry I had not 
treated that in the ſame manner as the large 
one, and at the ſame time; which might have 
been done with great eaſe, for it was ſo ſmall 
that the patient woul d not probably have re- 
ceived much additional pain from it. I en- 
deavoured to perſuade her to let me apply 
the cauſtic upon this little ſwelling after the 
wound was healed; but I could not prevail, 
She was fo well ſatisfied with having got rid 
of the moſt matetial part of the diſeaſe, and 
being freed from the pain which that gave 
her, and ſo fearful of going thropgh the ſame 
violent pain again, that ſhe choſe rather to 
remain with it as it was. I ſaw her about'a 
year and a half after this, when ſhe was in 
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perfect health ; the little gland under the 
arm-pit_ remained, but it was neither in- 
creaſed nor decreaſed in ſiae. She ſuffered 
no pain from it, and there was then no other 
appearance of the complaint. 

This is the only inſtance in which I ever 
attempted to draw out the ſchirrhous gland, 
as it is vulgarly called. I have heard ſome 
eminent phyſicians ſay, that it was a deſide- 
ratum in ſurgery to know how to do this as 
Mr. Guy did. Whether Mr. Guy's method 
he the ſame as Mr. Plunket's was, as it is ima- 
gined, I cannot take upon me to determine. 
I ſhall only obſerve, that here is an inſtance of 
the ſame thing being done by a method very 
different from Plunket's, though eſſen- 
tially perhaps the ſame, with regard to the 
chief remedy that ſeems to produce the effect. 
That effect, by which ever of theſe methods 
it may be brought, about, or however painful 
may be their operation, is certainly a very 
ſurprizing one; and may be of advantage, not 


5 only 


1% ] 
only with reſpect to many timid perſons who 


cannot reconcile their minds to the terror of 


the knife; but may alſo be of utility in ſome 


caſes where the knife cannot be uſed with 
ſafety. I ſhall be happy if the advances I 
have made in this point ſhould induce my 
- brethren to turn their thoughts to this kind 
of operation, which, if it were once reſcued 
from the hands of.empiriciſm, might not only 
become more certain under the directions of 


a man of learning, attention, and experience, 


but might probably be rendered more mild 


in its effects. To facilitate the attempts of 
others in this matter, I ſhall obſerve that I 
was not ſatisfied with my method of doing 
it, though it ſucceeded, I thought the oper- 
ation too flow, and that I was obliged to re- 


new the application too often, which not 


only prolonged the pain, but likewiſe made 


it neceflary for me to uſe a; greater quantity 


of arſenic, and to continue it for a longer time 
than I could have wiſhed, It might perhaps 
LA ſucceed 
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ſueceed better if the powder were made more 
active. For this purpoſe I ſhould prefer the 
crude arſenic to that which has been fuſed. 
by heat. Neither is it neceflary perhaps to 
blend it with ſulphur, which only ſerves to 
weaken its operation ; for a very ſmall por- 
tion of arſenicwhen mixed with the yolk of an 
egg may be applied to a pretty large ſutſace; 
and if we wiſh to divide its particles and 
ſpread a ſmall quantity over a larger ſurface, 
this may as well be done by adding ſome 
teſtaceous powder to it, which will have this 
effect without altering its properties. I would 
alſo recommend the corroſive ſublimate to be 
joined to it for although this combination 
quickens its operation very conſiderably, yet I 
am convinced from experience that it adds 
very little, if at all, to the pain cauſed by the 
_ arſenic. One thing further I muſt obſerve, 

which is, that when a ſchirrhous gland be- 

comes ulcerated in one part, and that the in- 

duration ſubſiſts with the ſkin entire much 


beyond 


[ 149 J 
beyond the ulceration, the application of arſe< 
nic in this caſe upon the ulcerated part of the 


gland ſeems to act no more than any other 
cauſtic does, except that its effect may be 
more extenſive, and deſtroy more. of the 
gland. But it does not, as in the inſtance 
Juſt recited, diſpoſe the gland to ſeparate from 


the ſound parts. This action ſeems to depend 


on the application of the arſenic to the ſound 
{kin when deprived of its cuticle. The mine- 
ral ſeems then to act by bringing on inflam- 
mation and ſuppuration in the cellular mem- 
brane all around and underneath the diſeaſed 
gland, which is thus forced out entire and un- 
affected by the cauſtic. This is a material 
point to attend to, and which 1 have learned 

only from diſagreeable experience. If any one, 
therefore, be deſirous of applying the arſenic 
to an indurated gland, which is ulcerated in 
the middle, in the expectation. of ſeparating 
the whole gland at once, he muſt extend the 

application all over the indurated part, after 
L 3 having 
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| having deprived the ſurrounding ſkin of its 
_ enticle, either by a bliſter, or by the method 
made uſe of by me in the above inſtance, 
which I think preferable, as being leſs irrita- 
ting. Perhaps it may hereafter be found 
only neceſſary to make a circle round the 
whole tumour for the application of the arſe- 
nical cauſtic; If this ſhould ſucceed, which 
is not improbable, from couſidering the effects 
of this cauſtic, the utility of this method may 
be extended to caſes, where from the extent 
ccf the complaint it would Fot be ſafe to uſe 
it in the preſent mode, and that for obvious 
reaſons. This is, however, merely a conjec- | 
ture; and 1 ſincerely and ardently wiſh that 
_ "theſe, which are all the obſervations I have 
been able to make upon the uſe and effects of 
arſenic, may lay the foundation of other more 
important diſcoõveries, which may hereafter 
tend to the improvement of ſurgery, and the 
Penefit of mankkin d. 
| 10 Before 
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L 
Before I quit this part of my ſubject, it 5 
will not be improper to take notice of a diſ- 
order in the breaſt, to which I know not 
what name to give. It cannot be called a 
ſchirrhus, for it is not attended with any 
ſenſible external mark of ſwelling; neither 


can it be deemed an ulcerated cancer, for 


\ there is no ſore accompanying it. But from 


the nature of the pain complained of in this 
diſorder, and other circumſtances, it appeared 
to me to have a cancerous tendency, | 

On the 24th of April, 1775, Mrs. B 


3 


of the Temple, conſulted me for a complaint | 
in both breaſts. She had for a few years 


been afflicted with a violent aching pricking 
pain in them, which bad lately increaſed to 
ſo great a degree, that it was almoſt intolera- 
ble. The breaſts were exceedingly ſore to 
the: touch, ſo that ſhe could not even bear 


the natural weight of them; and for two 


years before had not been able to lie in bed on 


one ſide or the other, but was obliged to ſleep 
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in a ſupine poſture with her arms folded ſo 
as to ſupport them. Notwithſtanding theſe 
ſymptoms, upon examining the breaſts Icoutd 
not find any evident marks of a ſchirrhous tu- 
mour in either of them. The texture of the 
glands ſeemed, indeed, to be rather firmer 
than it ought to be. This patient had been 
ten months under the care of another ſur- 
geon, but nothing he had done for her had 
given her the leaſt relief; on the contrary, 
her pain was become greater and more con- 
ſtant. She perſevered for a twelyemonth in 
the internal uſe of the flores martiales, and 
the external application of the liquid, with- 
out much benefit, except that ſhe found the 
complaint rather more tolerable, At length 

I prevailed upon her to try the hemlock bath, 
which ſhe began to uſe in the month of May, 
1770. She went into the bath twice in the 
courſe of a week, and when ſhe had conti- 
nued for three months, found more relief 
For this than ſhe had done from any thing 

| | ſhe 
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ſhe had tried before. She perſiſted in the uſe 
of this bath till Chriſtmas, 1976; began to go 
into it again in April 1777, and continued till 
November in the ſame year. At this preſent 
writing, in 1779, the left breaſt has no re- 
mains of the diſorder; and the right is fo 
much mended that all ſhe complains of now 
is a tenderneſs upon one of the ribs under- 
neath, She can now ſleep on either fide, and 

is perfectly free from any kind of pain. 
The other caſe of the ſame kind is that of 
a young woman who had. been afflicted for 
more than two years with very excruciating 
pains in her breaſts, which upon examina- 
tion diſcovered not the leaſt apparent mark 
of diſeaſe. She had been for a very long time 
under the care of a ſurgeon of great know- 
ledge and ſagacity, who had in vain endea- 
voured to relieve her. I was then deſired by 
a pupil of the hoſpital to permit her to take 
my pills, as they were uſually called, of the 


Hores martiales. She took ſeveral in the day, 


and 


K on ae Ee TEE A ns To 


es =, ILLIDAN Ix 
—=x — 
r 
aw 22 

4 — 
9 


+ s — — 
— — _ h —_ _ 
* 


— 
i Ren 
— 2 — 


x 2 
OE IR Io 
$_ 


x 2: = 


3 — 
| — — — — 
— 


* — rottIn 
. . ry, es pe 
.. AA 3 
. 4 ——— 2 
n * [A 


»* ww > — _ 3 
"WES — w SETS — 
—— 


: TIED 
OE = 
— a 2 


— 


— — : 
— — — — 
— 1 Eg SIE oe? - 


——- —— -- 28: 
3533... — a 
— n > 
EX Bag =__ - 
8 — — 


— 


1 254 3 
and by continuing them between two and 
three months was perfectly freed from her 
complaint. She uſed no external application 
to the breaſts. Near a twelvemonth after, 
having ſuffered ſome uneaſineſs of mind, ſhe 
was ſeized again with the ſame diſorder. 
She had recourſe to the ſame remedy, and 
obtained eaſe in a ſhort time; fince which 


ſhe has had no return of the complaint. 


F 
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PART III. 


Of 1 the Method of treati ng the Coagulation f 
Mili in the Breaſts of Women after lymg- 
in, commonly called the Milk Breaſt, and 


the Abſceſs in the Breaft, which frequenth 
ſucceed it. 


\HIS is a complaint made very light of 
by moſt practitioners in ſurgery, from 
a ſuppoſition that it always gets well in time 


without any thing being done to it, except 


keeping the part covered with a large bread 


and milk poultice, and that it never degene- 
rates. into a ſchirrhous tumour or cancer. 
I cannot help thinking that this is a miſ- 
conceived opinion, Beſides the teſtimony 
of Aſtruc (which I ſhall ſoon take particular 
notice of) and many other writers in ſupport 


of a contrary opinion, experience has ſhewn 


me ſome inſtances of very malignant cancets 


which were traced by the patients them- 
ſelves from a milk abſceſs in the breaſt, 


with- 


125 83 — 
— — 


3 — tips —— - 
2 > 2 
W —— 


— " = — = —ê — 
. i — 2 
— ids. - — nb - 
— —— oF 2 * 


any + — Wk. - wet — => 
RW Sa: be — 
pe — — 0 


las. = 22 
. 


— — —— = —— 
3 —— — 


— 
— — * — 
— . ͥ . — — 


8 ——ů— — 
— — Fs Ss 


— 


— — 
— — 
— — 

— — 


— 


— 
; — 


2 = —_—_— A 
— — . oo rt coat > a, Fae 


[ 156 ] 

- without any interruption of the complaints, 
till they had arrived at the bad ſtate in which 
I firſt ſaw them *. It is probable too from all 
that has been ſaid before, that the recent in- 


duration mentioned in the ſecond part of this 
work, and which ſucceeded the abſceſs of the 


| I have generally obſerved too that the ſchirrhous 
tumours I have ſeen, which were traced from the 
milk breaſt, were always of a more irregular angular 
form, and flatter than other ſchirrhous tumours, 
which could not be apparently traced from the ſame 
cauſe. It ſhould ſeem, therefore, that the ſchirrhus 
ſucceeding the induration of the milk breaſt, adopts 
the ſame kind of form that it had before its degeneracy, 
This diverſity of form, indeed, has been conſidered 
as one of the diſtinguiſhing marks of this diſeaſe ; but 
J cannot think that the round or regular oblong 
figure is a characteriſtic of the true. ſchirrhus, which 
puts on all ſorts of forms, Perhaps, if the obſervation 
Here laid down ſhould be made by others, we may at 
laſt come to diſtinguiſh thoſe kinds of ſchirrhous tu- 
mours that ſucceed the induration of the milk breaſt 
from others, Whether ſuch a diſtinction will be of 


any uſe in practice I cannot tell; but from all IJ have 


been able to obſerve upon this matter, I am inclined to 


think that theſe. irregular ſchirrhous tumours are more 
obſtinate than thoſe which are round and ſmooth. 


breaſt, 


11 
breaſt, would have laid the foundation of 
ſome cancerous affection had they not been 
removed, BY | 

One argument advanced in ſupport of the 
| indurations of the milk breaſt not degenerat- 
ing into a ſchirrhus, is that they are diſcaſes 
of different parts; the ſchirrhus being a hard- 
neſs of the mammary glands, and the other 
complaint being merely an induration of the 
cellular and adipoſe membrane of the breaſts. 
This I apprehend to be a poſition, erroneous 
both in itſelf, and in the conſequencededuced 
from it. For the diſeaſe being acknowledged 
on all fides to conſiſt originally in a coagula- 
tion of the milk, it follows that it muſt ne- 
ceſſarily exiſt in thoſe parts deſtined by na- 
ture for the ſecretion, receptacle, and convey- 
ance of that fluid ; which are the mammary 
glands, and the lactiferous tubes proceeding 
from them. Theſe lactiferous tubes pervade 
the whole ſubſtance of the breaſt, and I pre- 


ſume it is by their being diſtended with coa- 
; oulated 
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14 13-4 
gulated milk, that the cells of the cellular ſub- 
ſtance become compreſſed on all ſides, ſo as 
to exhibit the appearance of the induration 
being ſeated in them. It may be urged, in- 
deed, that this compreſſion of the ſides of the 
cellular ſubſtance being continued for a long 
time, the cells will not be able to recover their 
tone, even though the obſtruction of the lac- 
tiferous tubes that run through them ſhould be 
removed; and that the induration will there- 
fore ſtill ſubſiſt. Whether this be the caſe or 
not, which it is impoſſible to determine; yet, 
admitting that the induration exiſted only in 
the cellular membrane, this would be no fort 
of proof that the complaint would not de- 
generate into a ſchitrhus or cancer. For all 
ulcerated cancers are accompanied with in- 
durations of the cellular: and adipoſe mem- 
brane, which, indeed, is one of the ſtrongeſt 
marks of the true cancer. Theſe ſchirthous 
hardneſſes of the cellular membrane are in- 


deed as difficult to cure as any other part of 
| a * 4 
the 
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the diſeaſe; and from the conſideration of 
that dreadful ſpecies of ſchirrhus or occult 
cancer deſcribed in the ſecond part of this 
work, which ſeizes the whole ſubſtance of 
the breaſt, ſeem to be of a more malignant 
nature, than a ſchirrhus of the mammary 
glands alone. So that in whatever point of 
view we may conſider the affection of the 
milk breaſt, whether as a diſeaſe of the mam- 
mary glands and of the lactiferous tubes pro- 
ceeding from them, or merely as a diſorder 
of the cellular and adipoſe ſubſtance of the 
breaſt, it is equally poſſible that it may de- 
generate into a ſchirrhus or cancer. 

It muſt be acknowledged, however, that 
the inſtances of this degeneracy are rare, 
when compared with the number of perſons 
who are troubled with the milk breaſt. Nei- 
ther is it neceſſary to ſuppoſe that the diſeaſes, 
wol ſeated in the ſame parts, are origi- 
nally the ſame. The milk induration ſeems 
to become a ſchirrhus merely from inatten- 
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tion, neglect, or improper treatment. But 
the poſlibility of ſo dreadful an event calls 
for every exertion in our power to prevent it. 
The learned Aftruc obſerves, that abſceſſes 
of the breaſt often leave indurations of the 
glands, when ſome of the obſtructed part re- 
mains unſuppurated *. This ſeems to be 
the exact ſtate of the caſe, and like moſt of 
that accurate author's obſervations, very juſt. 
The matter is brought about as I apprehend 
in the following manner, which, if it be really 
the caſe, will ſerve not only to account for 
the variety of opinions on this head, but alſo 
to reconcile them. I have ſeen theſe com- 
plaints laſt four, ſix, eight and ten months 
when treated by the conſtant application of 
a bread and milk poultice, and when at length 
the abſceſs has been healed, and there has 
appeared no further diſpoſition to ſuppuration, 
the complaint has been conſidered as cured ; 
and though there ſhould remain fem of the 


On the Diſeaſes of Women. Book IV. chap. 4. 
p. 324. | go, 


* 


obſtructed 
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| obfirutted part unfuppurated, yet there being 
no more pain it is concluded that theſe FE 
mains will go away of themſelves; merely by 


keeping the purt warm. This, indeed, does 
frequently happen; but it sio Happens fottie- 


times that the patient finding ſuch gteat Aff 


ference between her preſent Male, abWHhit | 
when ſhe was expoſed to the ſufferings"6cea- 


fioned by afreſh abſceſs collecting and burſt- 


ing every three” or four weeks,” perhaps*F5t 


months together, thinkPHaart! well, aud 
neglects this trifling induration; Which "thay; 
at the ſame time, be ſo ſmall as ſearce to be 
diſtinguiſhed by an unſkilfel touch. Should 
ſhe chance to feel a little pain in it now and 


ther, or poſſibly to the neceſſary conſequente 
of what ſhe cannot but have'tonfidered a8 4 
grievous complaint. Thus the diſeaſe being 
neglected may remain for a long time in 2 
tolerably quiet ſtate, till ſome accidental 
circumſtance: you its virulence into action. 
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almoſt imperceptibly increafing, till it ſhall 


arrive to ſuch s height as, 40 be we longer 


miſtaken. This event may take place at 10 
conſiderable a:diſtance of time from the for. 
mation of the abſcels in the breaſt, that this 


complaint ſhall no ä remembered as 


the eauſe. el 2! End e l 1103 17 
But even cites i ds 
it muſt be qwoed that the coagulation of the 


milk, and the ſubſequent formation of matter 


in the breaſts. is a diſeaſe attended with ſo 
much pain, and frequently of ſo long dura- 


tion, that health is often impaired by it ®. 


It is a very diſagreeable thing to ſee a woman 


labouring for ſeyeral months under a teazing 
and painful diſorder, which for the moſt 
part may be prevented, or the duration of 
which may at leaſt be.confiderably ſhortened. 


The conſideration of theſe circumſtances, 


e Abſceſſes f che breaſts are a long and painful 
diſeaſe, long in forming, and long in curing. Aſtruc 
on the Diſeaſes of Women. Book IV. chap, iv. 


ee 


32 
p. 323. lea 
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led me to turn my thoughts upon finding a 


more expeditious mode of treating theſe-com- 
plaints.- On looking over my manuſeript pa- 
pers, I found in ſome notes taken from the 
late Doctor Didier's +- lectures on the Mate- 
ria Medica, chat ſalt ammoniae diſſolved in 
Hungary · water, was {ſaid to poſſeſs the pro- 
perty of keeping the milk fluid. 1 deter- 
mined to make the expetiment the firſi op- 
portunĩty. In the mean while 1 tried how 
much falt ammoniae a given quantity of 
Hungary water would diſſolye, and found 
that water alone took up a much larger quan- 
tity of the ſalt, and kept it" ſaſpended: better 
chan the ſpirit. Suppoſing that the virtue of 
the application reſided chiefly in the ſalt, 
upon the firſt occaſion I uſed it in the follow- 
1 As I have occaſion to mention that e 2 
name, I cannot avoid paying a tribute to the memory 
of genius, induſtry, and a number of amiable vircugs, 
which be poſſeſſed in an eminent degree. His prema- 


ture and much lamented death deprived ſociety of one 


of its moſt valuable members, and the prafeſion mw 
of, its beſt ornaments OY 
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ing manner. . I directed three.ounces:of falt 


ammoniac to be diſſolved in a pint of com- 
mon water; to which an equal quantity of 
this quot made a little warm, were applied 
to the whole. ſurfaee of che breaſt.¶ Theſe 
rags tre wetted. again as. often as they bet 
came dry. The fiiſt caſe I tried this applir 
cation in, was a coagulation, of, the;, milk 
ſoon aſter lying- in, before any ſuppuration 
bad been formed. I ſoon fund the confiry 
mation of Doctor Didieris aſſertion, that this 
ſolution had; the property, of, Keeping the 
milk fluid, for, after it had been applied a 
few hours, the grumous feel was diſperſed and 
the breaſt reſtored to its natural ſtate, while 
aþe milk flowed freely from, the nipplętia 
Ittied the ſame method i in a great number 


ol caſes where I was called in before the ſup- 
Laer was formed, auch nerer yet knew it 
fail, Among others, Mrs. H- who had 


1 ſuffered-Jo much, from. one _ ah com- 


* bo * 
ben #7 i 
K 17-4 | Plaints, 
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— 
plaints,” ahd"WHoſe'caſe" ſtands the ſecend in 
the ſee6nd part of this work, was brought to 

bed about a year after T had firſt attended 
her. Her huſband having received a violent 
bruiſe on the anclef ſent to conſult me. The 


firſt day I ſaw bim happened to be the day 
after ſhe” had been delivered. © I found her 
very much alarmed, and dreading the former 
ſuferings ſhe” bad gone through'; for her 
breaſts were now as much ſwelled and pain- 
5 they had been at her preceding lying⸗ 
* I directed her to apply the ſolution of 
uk ammoniac in water, and Hungary water, 
as mentioned above, and when I'faw her the 
next day ſhe was perfectly free from pain, 
and the coagulation diſperſed.” She continued 
the pplicatio, nöwever, at my defire"for'a 
Sainte: Gays, and Had ho fetüfn vf the 
complaltit. The kircurüftante öf this telling 
yielchng fo TG t6 the olutioh of ſaſt am- 
monize, wich produced no effect 6h" the for- 
mer ſwellidg in'the fam patiefit w, fees to 


gee the deſcription of this caſe in pages 123, 124, 
and 125 of this work. 


M 3 eſtabliſh 
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eſtabliſh the difference between theſe two 
corpplaints, and to ſhew that the former was 
beginning to degenerate into a ſchirrhous tu- 
mour. But there was one caſe of the milk 
breaſt in which this method was tried, and 
which was of fo remarkable a nature, that 1 
hope the reader will not think I treſpaſs upon 
his patience in giving an account of it. 
In the year 1776 Joſeph Smith, ſervant to 
che Duke of Montague, deſired me to viſit 
his wife, who, he ſaid, had a bad breaſt, I 
went immediately, and found that hoving 
been brought to bed the preceding day, ſhe 
was. ſeized with a coagulation of the milk of 
ſuch a kind as I never ſaw before. The ſize 
of the breaſt was immenſe, the pain to be 
higheſt degree excruciating, the glands under 
the arm · pit ſwelled, and in a word, the whole 
diſeaſe ſo violent that ſhe was unable to move 
the arm on that fide, Her pulſe was at the 
ſame time ory og dhe baving ers 


i 


a 


ed 


fr 

fight; for L had never beheld a breaſt of ſacki 
à prodigious volume. Thinking i it neceflary 
from the intenſeneſs of the pain in this caſe 


to join an-anodine with the ordinary (olation} 
J wrote the following preſcription : a. $4 60 3 


u: Capit: papaver: contuſor : No: X 
Flor: ſambuc: manip: ij. Coque 1 in aq; 
Fe ontanæ wit uſque 29 bi: In colato li. 

quore 6 
| Solve fal: ammon: cr: ih. deinde adde 
Camphor:;f in ſpicit: vin: ſolut: 3 


| When this point of liquid came I direQted i i 
to be mixed with a pint of brandy, and then to 
de applied warm by claths dipt into it over all 
the breaſt, the arm-pit, and the arm itſelf, 
which was much diſtended. 1 directed alſo 


that the cloths ſhould be attentively wetted 
again with the warm liquor as often as they 
2 became dry. When I called upon her, the 
next day, ſhe told me the had felt much-caſe 
jp ſix hours after the application. The ſwell- 
ing was now conſiderably diminiſhed, the 


M 4 pain 
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pain almoſt gone;, and the arm reſtored 0 i 3 
fongtions,;; In Jeſs than three, ahb che breaſt, 
ws, redpced to its natural ſize, and the com- 
plaint entirely diſſipated. I adviſed her to 
continue the application fox a few days, leſt 
ſhe ſhould, have A relapſe, TD, Jour: | 
ſhe never had. f 

11 is "impoſible to fay what. — have 
8 che event of this caſe had the breaſt ad- 
vanced to ſuppuration; but from the uncom- 
mon diſtenſion of the part, the excruciating 
torture that was the conſequence of it, and 
the weak ſtate of the patient, it 1 is proba- 
ble ſhe would have ſunk” undet Aa diſeaſe, 
which is not ſuppoſed to be attended wit re 
kind of dang ger. | 
Thus far we have been peaking of the u 0 
ſoppurated ſtate of the milk breaſt, it now 
temains to conſider what is to be done when 
matter is already formed, in which” ſtate it 
molt frequently comes under our inſpection, 
For ae ns diſcaſe b in en flow in 
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its progreſs, yet the firſt formation of matter 
is often made very quickly and ſuddenly. 
It has already been obſerved that in the ordi- 
nary mode of treating theſe mill breaſts wit 


bread and milk poultices, it frequently 


pens that the ſuppuration is renewed once a 


fortnight, once a month, or once in ſix weeks 


for ſeveral months: together, with great pain 


and inconvenience to the patient. Now, al- 
though the ſolution of ſalt ammoniag will not 


cauſe the reabſorption. of | matter. hen once | 
ſecond time, when it is once let out. L have : 
tried this in a very great number of caſes, 5 


and never knew it fail but once; ſo that the 


milk. breaſts. treated in this manner. do not 
laſt. more than three, weeks, one month, or 


ſix weeks; at fartheſt, while the others fre- 
quentiy continue for, ſeveral; months, and 
ſometitmes in the end leave remains of indura- 


tion behind them. In the one caſe where 


this method failed, the patient was labouring 
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the whole time under a ſobtile affection, but 
oven in this inſtance the complaint did not 
laſt mere than three months. Two ſiſters, 

| Hving next door to each other, and lying-in 
nearly at the fame time, were both affected 
with a coagulation of the milk. Theſe caſes 
both advanced to ſuppuration. One of theſe | 
ladies had previouſly applied to me on ac- 
count ef a ſchirrhous tumour, the other had 
no diſeaſe in her breaſt. The formiert was 
under y care, and treated with the ſolution 
of falt ammoniac; the latter was treated with 
bread and milk poultices. The firſt was well 
within the month, the laſt remained ill, as I 
was' informed, fur four months. Thefe ob- 
ſervations appear to eſtabliſh the advantage of 
the ſolution of ſalt ammoniac above that of 
the bread and milk cateplaſm in theſe caſes, 
What good, indeed, are we to expect from 
the latter application in theſe complaints? It 
is uſed as an emollient, to relax the parts and 
caſe the — But L fear this relaxation pro- 
duces 


U 171. 1 
8 Juces more miſchief than it does good. The 


veſſels are already too much diſtended by the 
influx of milk; the application which really, 


does relax and keep them open, expoſes them, 


to a greater influx of milk without appearing 


to have any effect upon the contents that are 


already clotted. Beſides, is it not probable 


that as the poultice becomes dry the milk it 


alteady diſtended, and thereby add to the 
coagulation ? The ſolution of ſalt ammoniac, 
on the contrary, even if it ſhould not poſleſs 
the property here aſcribed to it of keeping the 
milk fluid, yet being mixt with ſpirit, which 
adds to its own aſtringency, it is more likely 
to be advantageous in this caſe from that very 


aſtringent application, they will not only be 
more diſpoſed to reſiſt the further accumula. 
tion of any fluid, but their diameters being 
leſſened, and their coats ſqueezed, and com- 

pelled 


ſelf may be abſorbed frorm it into the veſſels 


! 

pelle t to de. 56d their contents ; "theſe con- 
- tents will be driven back into thoſe* veſſels 
where the circulation is ſtill free, and where 
the conſtant motion will ſoon bteak down 
and comminute the grumous clots.” This is, 
perhaps, the reaſon why many inflammations, 
and particularly of che eryſipelatoſe kind, 
which have long reſiſted all emolllent ap- 
plications; will ſoon yield to tliat of ſpirit of 
wine and camphire. This is, perhaps, tlie 
reaſoa Why the ſame application, if applied 
immediately after a ſcald, will frequently pre- 
vent the veſicatlon of the ſlinꝭ by contracting 
the veſſels and reſiſting the impulſe of the 
diſtending flaids 5 and it ig probably for the 
ſame reuſon that ſpirit of wine and camphire; 
if timely applied to ſaperficial- whitloes, in- 
ſtead of a bread and milk poultice, as is uſu. 
ally praQiſed; will effectually prevent the 
formation of matteri I ſhall Obſetve, by the 
May, that a bread and 'mille/poultice in theſe 
caſes ſects likely'to protract the-diſcaſe!” For 


allo. when 
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when the matter is once formedathoughicver 
in ſo. ſmall a; queptity, iat gan cſind a vent 
through the cutiele, the diſeaſe is ſoon termi 
nated. i But, at the end ef the fingers, where 
this hitlods generally formed, the, cutiole 
is naturally verythick, and therefore oppolgs a 
ſtrong obſtacle to the iſſue of the matters The 
bread and nulk poultiqe, therefore, by keeping 


the part conſtantly ſodden. in moiſture myſt | 


neceſſarily ingreaſe: the thickneſs of the gui 
ele, and thereby prevent the effect it Was inr 
tended to forward; Thi ig v evident from 


the aſpect of the ſlin after having been wrap- 


ped up in a bread and milk poultice, fort 
appears white. compact and corrugated, like 
the fingers of a-waſherwomanz.who has had 
her hands all day in the ſuds. When we 
come io open / it with a. lancet ve alſo,fie- 


:quently find it enormouſly increaſed in thick- 


.nef, which circumſtance may be partly 


owen to the inflammation, partly to the con- 


ſtant moiſture of the application. This 
n thick - 


111 
matter from finding its way outwards, makes 
it ſpread itfelf round in every direction, and 
renders the diſeaſe much more-extenfive and 
troubleſorne than it would otherwiſe be. 
On the contrary, when it has appeared to 
me that matter has been already collected in 
% ſuperficial whitloe, I have oſten, by putic- 
turing the cuticle, or ſeparating the lamellæ 
of it with a lancet, given vent to a drop or 
vo of pus; and have thus put a ſpeedy end 
to a diſeaſe, which if this had not been done, 
* have 20 PE r a and tell 
| Unievafiomaton of this done; I thall jo 
mention, that a lady, to whoſe family I am 
related, being very frequently troubled with 
ſuperficial whitloes, which were ſometimes 
extremely irkſome to her, once aſked me if 
there were no way of preventing theſe col- 
lections of matter. I adviſed her as ſoon as 
the felt pain or throbbing in any of her 


fingers, 


TI 
fingers, ſo us to make der ſuſpect chat the 
diſeaſe Was coming; on, to dip a piece of 
rag in camphorated ipirit of wine, and apply 
it with a moderate degree of preſſute round 
the affected pat. She followed the advice, 
and has never had a whitloe in her finger 


But to return tõ the milk breaſt, there is 


one cireumſtance more to be conſidered with 


regard to this complaint; and that. is, whether 
it be beſt to ſuffer the” abſceſs When formed - 


to break of itſelf ot to ꝓpen it with a lancet. 
For any own patt, expetience has determined 
me in favour of the lattet method, and for 
the following reafons: when abſceſſes in any 


part are near the ſkin and preparing to burſt | 


through it, the diſtenſion the inflamed ſkin 
ſuffers at this time is extremely painful, and 
this natural vent may be obſtructed from 
many reaſons which we can not account for. 
To make a ſmall opening with a lancet, when 
the ſkin is thin, ſeems to me to ſave the pa- 


tient 


dees: 1 10 e en forty 
bours of exeruciating Rain. Beides, the 
55 opening with the lancet however ſmall, is 
ſitill larger than that which is, made by the 
ſpontaneous burſtiog of the matter. Ac- 
cordingly, we, ee! that. nature . ſometimes 
makes way for the matter by five or ſix diſ- 
ferent openings; ande ſeems thus to point 
out to us What. is moſt, proper to be done. 
It appears; therefore; Ihat a ſmall opening 
with a lancet, beſide; that it will ſave the 
patient : ſome hours pain, will alſo be more 
likely, to prevent. a; freſh: ſuppuration 448 af 
fording 3. More ample vent to the matter. 
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